CHRISTIAN LETTER 


of certaine Engliſ h Proteſtants , vnfained fa- 


Qourers of the preſent ſtate of Religion, authoriſed and 
profeſſedin En 6LAND: vnto that Reverend and lear- 
ned man,M* R. Hoee.requiring reſolutionin certaine , , &: MI OE 
matters of dotrine (which ſeeme to oucrthrow 
the foundation of Chriſtian Religion, 
and of the church among vs) Cx- 
x preſlie contained in his fiue 
. | booksof Ecdleſiaſti- 
Call Pollicis. 
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A Chriſtian Letter of certaine En- 
gliſh Proteſtanres, ynfayned fauourers of the | 
preſent ſtate of religion, authoriſed and profeſſed in En- 


gland: wnto that Renerend and Learned man, Maiſter R. Hoo, 


requiring reſolution in certayne matrers of dodtrine (which 
 emetoouerthrowe the foundation of Chriſtian Re 
ligion, and of the Church among vs) cx- 
preſie contayned in his hue 
bookes of Eccleſiaſticall 
| Policie, 


SH £ x men dreamethey are afleepe,and while 
men ſleepe the enemie ſowerh tares, and rares 
ff] cake roote and hinder the good corne of the 
Mi Church, before it be efpicd. Therefore Wiſe 
JAY men through filence permitt nothing looſelic to 
AN pa e away as in a dreame. Your offer then, 

aiſt. Hoo. is godly and laudable, to enforme 
men of the eftate of the church of God eſtabliſhed among vs, For 
the Teachers of righteous things, are highlie to be commeded. 
And he tharlcad-rh me rightlic ro iudge of the church of God, 
is to be b:loucd of all men. Howbeir ſometimes goodlic promi- 
ſes are meere formal, and great offers ſerue onely ro houdwinke 
ſuch as meane well. And as by a faire ſhew of weſhing well, our 
firſt parents were fowlie dzccaued : fo is there a cunning framed 
method, by excellencie of wordes, & intiling ſpeeches of mans 
wiſedome, to beguile and bewitch the verie Church of Go v. 
And {ach as are vſcd for this purpoſe come in ſheepes clothing. 
For he tranflateth him ſelfinto an Angel of light, who blinderh 
all men with vrter darknes, When wee therefore, your louing 
cuntrymen (ynfaynedlic fonoring the preſent ſtare, and embra- 
cing from our heartes rhe Goſpel of Chriſt,as it is preached and 
profelledin England, being readic cuery howerto giue vp our 


0 
Az liucs 


Church of Iz s vs Chriſt; 


7 ' Þþ 

j k ; 

| 2 F :7 / j - 
: 1 p* 
: ; ! 
; ; ! x 
| | | þ 
[ 


6] 


A Cnarstran LirtrTrs. 


lines for Gods gloric: and che honour of ourQueene) hauing (o- 


goodlie a champion to offer combatin our defence, were made 


yeric ſecure, and by the (weete ſounde of your melodious ſtile, 


almoſt caſt into a dreaming ſleepe : Wee happelie remembring 
your Preface that there might bee ſome other cauſe, opened ar 
the lengthour heauie eyes, and caſting ſome more earneſt and 


intentiue fight into (ncha ner of fight,ir ſcemed vnto vs thar 
| and 


couertlic and wes ou did bendeall your skill and force 
againſt the preſenrſtate ot our Englith church: and by colour of 
cherptinny the diſcipline gouuernement thereof, ro wake 


gualiony e and bring in contemprthe doctrine and faith ir 


clfe . For we ſaw the theme and theicauſe you haue in hand, to 
be notable fimples, whereof a skilfyll popiſhe Apoticarie can 


readilie make {ome fine potion or ſweete (melling ointment, to- 


bring heedlefle men jnto the pleaſant dreame of Well-weening: 
while they cloſelie (er on fire the houſe of God. And may wee 


not trulie ſay, that ynder the ſhewe of inveighing againſt Puri- 


ranes,the chicfeſt pointes of popiſh blaſphemie,are many times. 


and in many places, by diuers. men not obſcurelie broachedz 


both in Sermons and in Writing: to; the great griefe of manie 
faithfull ſubicCtes, who pray for the;bleſled and able con- 


tinuance of her moſt gracigus Maicſtic, and of the eſtate of the 
$ it is nowe eſtabliſhed among vs. 


And yexelic ſuch athing offered it ſelfe vnto our eyes,in reading 
your bookes, and we hadnot skill howe to iudge otherwiſe; of 


the handling of your penne and of the ſcope of your matter, 
Notwithſtanding becauſe gaſh iudgemer may preiudice honeſt 
trauailes, and. faithFall lahourers may haue their vnaduiſcd 
flippes, and we coulg nor tell howe zeal, loue, or gloric might 
carie a man of ſuch towardlie and excellent gifres, in the hirſte 
ſliewing of him ſelft ro the worlde; or that an carneſt ſtriuing 8& 
bending your felfe in heare of diſputation againſt the one ſe, 
might dazell your eyes, and drawe your hande at vnawares to 
farce and too fauoumable rojthe other fide; or elſe peradvcnture 
we might/miſtake your meaning , and ſo wee ſhould doe you 
wrong againſt our willes. We thought it thereforefbur parte, in 
zegarde of our dutice to the Church; and molt agrecing to cha- 
? (T2 , Iltlc, 


__. _ }; , Dunzcrey Varo I Hoo. . 
ritie, both for your credit and our eaſe; in aſl chriſtian lone rc 
intreat you,that as you teder the good eſtate of Chriſtes church 
among vs, and of thouſands c6uerted to the goſpel, you would 
in like publike manner (bur plainly and dirclie) ſhew vnto vs 
and all Englith Proteſtantes, your owne true meaning, and how 
our wordes in diuers thinges doe agree with the doctrine eſta- 
-- bliſhed among ys. And that not onehie for avoyding of offence, 
_ + giuen to many godlie and religious Chriſtians: bur alſo that the 
Atheiſtes,Papiſtes,and other hereticques, be not incouraged by 
your ſo harde and ſo harth ſtile ( beating as it were, as we verilie 
thinke,againſt the verie hearrof all true chriſtian doctrine,pro- 
felled by her Maieſtic and the whole ſtate of this Realme)to de- 
{pile and ſer light, by her ſacred Maieftie, the reverend Fathers 
of our Church and the whole cauſe of our religion. Wee hane 
made choyce therefore of a few principal things, which trouble 
manie godlie minded chriſtians, who aduiſedlic read ouer your 
bookes,that by the lincere anſwering and vpright clearinge of 
them, you might ſatisfie vs all, both in them and in all the reſt, 
and free your felfe from all ſuſpition of falſhoode or treacherie, 
and make vs able to giue a reaſon of defence vnto all ſuch as 
ſtumble ar your writinges. And for your betrer eaſe herein,and 
our more readie {atisfaction , we haue compared your politions 
and aſlertions in your long diſcourſes, vnro the articles of reli- 
gion (ett forth An. Dni 1 562. and confirmed by Parliament the 
13. of her Maieſties moſt blefled & ioyfull reigne, and vnto the 
Apologies of ſuch Revercnd Fathers and chicfe pillars of our 
church,as from rime to time ſince the Goſpell began to ſhine a- 
mong vs, haue written and peta. we cueric way labourcd 
to adyaunce and defende the ſame, with the Liturgie & church 
governement eſtabliſhed among vs. If _ therefore good Ma. 
Hoo.will make it to appeare to the world, that in thete pointes , 
you are all one in iudgement with the church of Englande, and 
that your ſuch ſpeacbe wherewith your godly brethreare gric-" 


| ued, may beare ſuch {ence and meaning: or el{e(as cuery hum- 


| ble chriſtian, will doe) freelie and ingennouſlie acknowledge 
our ynwilling overſight,or at the leaſt (which we yndoubredly 
belecue you will ncucr bee able) ſhew plainlie and by good de- 
| : RS: 3 mon» - 
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+ 6 || A CnraisTIAN LETTER 
- monſtrarion, tharall our Reuerend Fathers hauc hitherto bene 
deceaued;then ſhall we hold our {clues very well contented and 
. {arisfied. Hoping therfore of your charitable,dire,plaine,fin- 


chriſtian conſideration, 
manner and formefollowjng. 


an faich profeſſed by 


£ 


Sor d wo One foundationof ch 
the Engliſh church is this ps as 
| lining God. And ® Although Wwe acknowledge Trinitatem. 
the three perſons tobe God\and Lord, yet the God- L bu ro 
head of the Father and the Sonnt ts all one.&'c. book ofcom. 
Here we craue of you Maiſter Hoo, to explaine ©" Prayer 
$ booke 5, Your Cmcdaitiee where you ſaye,b T he Fa-_ 
pag-11z- ther alone 35 originallie that Deitie Which Chrift 
originalliess not. Howe the Godhead of the Father and of tha 
Sonne b all one, and yetpriginallic not the ſame Deiti? : And 
is differeth fiom the herelic of Arixs, 
znne:There was when he was not, who 


Cap-5- ho ſayeth of G 

 yergraunteth thathhe was Ul C 

Were zot.- Whether ſuch wordes weaken not the eternitie of the 

* Sonne in the opinis ofthe ſimple, or atth<e leaſt make the S6ne 

Inferiorto the Father in reſpec 

ignorant,there be many Gods. {| 

\ The cores. ANOThET foundation of our belcef: *T he Soune a Anic.2.% 5. 
nitic of the 1s the Worde of the Father, from exerlafting be- 


Sonnet prv- gorten of the che Ee nd the holy Ghoſt pro- 


ceeding fromthe Father and the Sanne.Where we 
holde the cocternitic of the Sonne with the Fa- 
ther by exprellc licxerall ction inthe Scriptures 
found in theſe wotdes: b The Lord hath poſſeſſed  Prover 8. 28 
me in the beginning of his Way. And agayne: 
© In the beginning Was the Worde, and the Worde <Tob-i.r, 
Was With God, and the Wprde Was: God.erc. And 
againe:'d Glorsfie azee thou Father With thine own d Tohn 17.5s 

+ © ſelfe, withthe * 1 which I had With thee be- 
fore the World Wis. And we halde the procec« 


Y 


aT here is one true and © Arnc.r.defide- 


cfore all creatures, of thinges which. 


of the Godhead: orcls teach the 


'W7”" one ds 
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Dirzcte> Varo Mr Hoo. elk 
ding of the holy Ghoſt from the Father and the 
Sonne, by like expreſle wordes of holy ſcripture: 
6 Joh.15.2G namelic, © When the Comforter ſhall come, Whons 
I will ſend vnto you from the Father,enen the ſþi- 
rit of trueth Which proceedeth of the Father .&c. 
Shew we pray you your full meaning where you ſay: * The £9e- a Booke r, 
8ernitie 0 phe Sonne of God With his Father and the proceeding of 9** 637+ 
the ſpirit from the Father and the Sonne,are in ſcripture no where ' 
to be found by expreſſe litterall mention. Whether there bee nor 
expreſlc litterall mention of theſe two pointes in the former al- 
lJeadged places, and whether ſuch maner of ſpeeches may nor 
worke a {cruple in the weak chriſtian,to doubr of thee articles; 
| .orat the leaſt ſo ynderproppe the popiſh rraditions, that menne 
may therather fauour their allegations, when they (ee vs fayne 
to borrow of them. 


FAnic.s.Dez. , The Church of Englande profeſſerh : fHotye eh ou 
ninis ſripturis, Scripture contayneth all things Which are necefſa- allthinges ne- 
ric to ſaluation,ſo that Whatſoener is neither read (ne wk 

' #nit,neither can be proned thereby, is not to be ex- 

| atted of any man, that it ſhould bee beleened as an 

' rticle of faith,or ſhould be thought to be required unto the neceſ-- 

'ſitie of ſaluation. You onthe other lide faye: b 7n ations of this ® Froke 2. 
kinde (ſpeaking of dire, immediate, and proper neceſſitic final PR" 
to laluation) our chiefeſft diretiion x from ſcripture. and agayne: 

T he inſufficiencie of the light of nature us by the tioht of { cripture - 

fullie and perfettlie ſupplied. And in another place: © Ir ſufficerh © _— ks 

that nature and ſcripture doe ſerue in fuch full ſorte,that they both _—_— 

$ointlic and not ſexerallie eyther of them be [6 compleate, that unto 

enerlating felicitie We need not the knowledge of anie thing more 

- then theſe two. 6. Where you ſeeme vnto'vs,that atthough you 
exclude traditions as a part of ſupernaturall trueth, yer you infer 

that the light of nature teacherh ſome knowledge naturall whi- 

che is necelſarie to {aluation, and thar the Scriprure is a ſupple- 

ment and making perfe& of that knowledge. Which being c6- 

pared vnto pag, 127.where you afhirme that the wante of moral Liz. 26. 

vertues exclude from ſaluation. And pag. 82. where you make 1 ,q 1, 

faith hope & charitic,tq be taught only Dy ſupernatural rrueth. 
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Can not ſee the kingdome of God. | 


The Reverend Fathers of our church,to avouch 
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$. A Cyntstian Letter 


Ic ſcemeth-to vs that naturall lighe,teaching morall virtues, tea- 
cheth thinges necellarie ro ſaluatian, whiche yet is not perfect 
without that which ſupernaturallKnowledge in holy Scripruce' 
reveileth, Heere wee pray you to explane your owne meaning, 
whether you thinke that there be anie narurall lighr, reaching 
knowledge of things neceſfarie to faluation, which knowledge 
is not contayned in holy ſcripture: if you thinke,no: How then 
{ay you before: Notthe ſcripture ſeverallie, but nature and (cri- 
pture igintlic,be compleate vnto cucrlaſting felicitie. If you ſay 
yea: how then agree you with the beleeft of our Church: which 
hol: {ſcripture contayneth all thinges neceſlarie 
ro ſalvation ? And here we pray you to ſhew vs, whether nature 


reach auie thing touchinge Chrift, whether withour or belide 
him any thing 4 


aftirmeth, that 


neceſſarje:whether thar in him 
we be nor copleare. Laſtlie, whether you meane 
that the knowledge of humane wiſedome con- 


cerning God, haue anic thinge not expreſſed in 


- Scripture, or that moral virtues are any where 


rightlie taught bur.in holy ſcripru, or thar wher- 
ſocuer|they be taughr,they be of ſach neceſlitic, 
that the wante of them exclude from ſalvation, 
and whar ſcriprure CG {uch a ſaying, or 
that caſes and matters of ſalvation bee derermi- 
nableby any other lawe 

And then tell vs howe. you ynderſtande theſe 
places following, and ike they agree with this 


fit | of natare and morall 
virtucs : PA man's initified by faith without the 
Workes of the law. < Neither is there ſalvation in 
anic other. For there is nq other name Which is g1- 
wen vnaer heauen amongit men by Which we a+ o 
be ſaued. 4 T he naturall| man perceaneth not the 
thinges of the ſpirit of God, for they are fooliſhnes 
vnto him. c. © Except a h 


u be 


our forlaking of the Amtichciſtian ſinagogue of 


j 


hen of holy ſcriprure. 


orne againe hee 


a Coloff.a.10. 


q 


Drxtersy Virro Mt? Hoo. EO 
Rome, & cleaving to the ſcriptures of God, dos 
ſo farre make the 1udgement of the ſcriptures a- 
bouc theChurch,that with the auncient Fathers 
& Replic of Pb. they ſay: * In time of diſſention it 15 mo#t behoofe- 
 nebni.as full for _—_— to haue recourſe unto the ſcrip= 
| 
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PRg: 537- tures; and that wee may in no wiſe belecue 'the 
/ Churches them ſeclues , vnleſſe they fay and does 
ſuch'thinges as bee agreeable tothe ag 17a 
b Reioynd. w DÞ Thetriall of ſcriptures is neceſſarie to- aiſcerne 
\.8 EY the true charch from all falſe congregations, Which 
| | all boaFt of the ſpirit of trueth, as much as the true 
< ibid. pag-99. _ Church. And<Ownly ſcriptures are a ſuſſicient War- _ 
) Rs rand to exery (hriftian to trie What u the Word of 
oa God, and What is the Worde of man.&c. But you _ 
 Maiſt. Hoo. doe faye :4 It is not the Worde of God Which doeth or a nooke ». 
' poſſiblie can aſſure vs, that we doe Well to thinke it is bis Worde,  #Fag-193. 
And againe, © By expersence we all know, that the firs? ontwarde Fre 
motine leading men ſo to efteeme of the ſcripture,is,the authoritie pag. 146. 
of Gods Church. Anda litle before: * Scripeare teacheth ws that | _ 
ſang trueth Which God hath diſconered tothe world by renela- by 
| #101; and it preſumeth vs taught otherwiſe,that it ſelfe 1s dinine & 
ſacred. Here we beſcech you Mai. Hoo. thatif as our Reverend. 
Fathers aftirme, wee may. noe otherwiſe beleene the Churches -. 
them {ſclues, but as they agree to the ſcriptures, & tharby them 
the true church is to be diſcerned, &c.and that onely ſcriptu:es, 
ſufficientlie warrant the triall of Gods worde, what-certaintie of + 
{aluation wee can haue, in anie preſuming or motiue: by the 
_ Churcchzif che ſeriprure canor aſſure vstharit is the word of God. 
re not theſe contradiCtorie ? Tell vs therefore if your meanin 
be not thar the authoritie of the church muſt do that which the 
{criprare cannot doe,namelie to-aflure vs thar they are the word 
-of God. And our reuerend Fathers ſay, The church can nor fo 
aſlyre vs,vnleſſe we trie it firſt robe therrue church by the (crip- 
cures : Are not theſe contradiQtorie? They ſay: Onely Scriprures 
warrand ys what is the worde of cod,you ſay they cannot aflure 
vs of the worde of God, bur preſame vs to be taught thar thinge 
| ptherwile: Arc not theſe contradictorie?Haue we not here good 
: i EY B | | '. Cal 
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iS Dinrctep Vato M* Hoo. 


and the Church alway approucd: 
as the ſame was deſcribed;.commended, and or- 
.dered by the rule of holy fcriprure- What thinke 
you of the * beautifull feere that bringe glad ty- 
dings,and of the Kings, Who for reyerence Jopped 
their mouthes at it, >'T he people pricked mharte 
at Peters preaching... And the men of Berea ſear- 


ching the ſcriptures; whether that in all theſe, the 


teſtimonie of man,as Propher, A bſtle or church: 


did authoriſe the word of God, that it was belec- 
ucd? ©or the demonſtration of the ſpirituall pow- 
er of the word it{elfe? nd/was not] this the mea- 


ning of Sainr Paule when xeieCting letters of c6-. 


mendation, hee affirmerh that the Corinthians 
d ere his epiſtle written ih their hi 
is vnderſtoodand read of all menne.8&c. Doeth 


- he not preferre the power of the worde,teſtifying 
i Lip on of the heart, before 
all other moriues, and. by lit he him ſelfe was au- 


fe,by the© conver 


thoriſedlin their conſcienees,andnotir by him. 

Laſtlie,ſhew vs where you finde that the ſcrip- 
rure preſumerh vs taught otherwile, &c. What 
Winks you? Is itpf man, 


gainſt the worde of God, to {er yp mans teſtimo- 
nie, when we know thar the *reſtimonie of God 
15 greater, When the lewes and the Gentiles did 


both oppoſe them {clues againſt the goſpel, whar. 


> 


| br by man?or of God, 
_that ir {9 preſumeth: or dope not yqu preſume a- 


eauſe to ſiſpect the vnderpropping of a popiſh principle cScer= 
ning the c arches a thoritie dba the holy Scripture, to the 
I 


Apoſtles,or the holy church, 
remed; for the wordes ſake:: 
Doth by God & faithfull men,, 


a Eſaic F2, 6,14-- 


b AR. 2.37. and 


19:11. * 
C1 Cor. 2.44 ' 


: | 


d x Cor.3.1.36 


C: Pal, 19:75 » 


&1Tohn 4.9 


did 


ST I ae Ae modi root ds 


SO Few 


|; 


; Dt1nzerrd Varo Mr Hoo, _ y 
b Heb.4.ts, didir {erp an _ ? was ir not of it (clfe-Þrhe 
rwo edged {worde,pearching into the marrow of 


_ e Plal.2, the bones: ©the rodde of iron ro cruſh in peeces | 


d 3Cor-19:3-4. the Nations, and the 9 armour ſpirituall ro bring 
in ſubicCftion cuery thought vnto the obedience 
of the knowledge of God ? 


: 


The Church of England profeſſeth this groiid 


& Artic 10. De | of faith: Without the ws of God ( Which us by 


(rift) preventing vs, that We Will; and Working 
. togither while We Will, we are nothing at all able to 
ave the Workes of pietie Which are pleaſing and acceptable toGod. 
Youro our vnderſtiding, write cleane cotrarie; namelie, Þ there 
is in the will of man naturallie thar freedome, whereby ir is apr 
ro take or refuſe anie particular obie&, wharſocuer being pre- 
ſented ynto it, And a licle after:T here #5 not that good Which con- 
cerneth vs, but it hath exidence enough for it ſelf, 7f reaſon Were 
dil:gent to ſearch it out. Heere we pray your helpe ro teach vs; 
how will is apt ( as you fay)freelic to take or refuſe anie particu- 
lar obiect whar ſoeuer,& that reaſon by diligence is able to find 
out anie good concerning vs : If it bee true that the Church of 
England profeſlerh, that, withour rhe Roo_— and helping 
grace of God, we can,will,and doe nothing plealing to God. To 
' which belecfe of Englande the ſcripture accor- 
deth,ſhewing that withourthe ſaid grace of cod, 

5 963-3; a We are dead mn ſinnes andtreſpaſſes:* Wwe are not 
- Phil as. » ſafficient of our ſelnes to thinke anie thing. © ?t is 
God Which Worketh in vs the will and the deede,e- 

wen of his good pleaſure. Shew vs therefore howe your politions 
agree with our church and rhe {criptures. If you ſay you vnder- 
ſtande reaſon and will helpe by the grace of God, then tell vs 
how we may perceauc it by your writing: whiche purreth diffe- 
rence berwixt narurall and ſupernarurall truerh & lawes. If you 


- mcane reaſon vncorrupted, not reſpecting how in trueth weare 
by Adams fall perverred, may wee not ſu{pect that your whole 


diſcourſe is ſubrill and cunning, becauſe you prerend the'natu- 
rall way of finding out lawes by reaſon! ro guide the will vnto 
that which is good, pag. 59.62.63.&c.or at the leaſt frivoulous, 

| B 2 {eeing 


4 


$ Of free 
will, 
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ſceing man hath no ſuch reaſon without the grace of Go », if 
you meane without the grace of God,and inthe ſtate of corrup- 
tion; as in deed all men naturallic nowe are. Heere wee 7195. 


to be taught how ſuch ſayings oucrthrow not our Engliſh creed 


and the holy (criprure in this matter, and therewithall ſhewe vs 


the true meaning of Saint Paule, and how he fitteth your dil- 


courlc in this place,namclic when he faith.Rom.8.7. The wiſe- 
ame of the fleſh is ennimtie $A! God, for ut 45 not ſubiett vnte 


the law of God,neither in deed can be.. 


The Church of England belecueth,*Oxely for * facade Þ roy 
the meritt of our Lorde and Sanionr leſma Chriit,, Gcaioue. 


through fauth and not for Workes and our merites- 
we are accounted righteous before God. You ſaye 


b The Way of ſupernatural duetie Which tous he hath preſcribed,. 


our Sanionrinthe Gofpell of Saint fohn doeth note, terming it b) 


an excellecie the warke of God. T his is the Worke of God, that you: 


belcene in him Whom he hath ſente;nor that God doeth require no- 
thing at the handes of men wnto bappines \ſauing only a naked be« 
lee fe ( for jv. Jhqu charitie We may not exclude) but that Withoud 


beleefe all other thing es are 4s worDIng, and ru the ground of thoſe 


other dinine virtues. And againe, $T he ſame thongs dixine lawe 


alſo teacheth, as at large Wwe bane ſhewed,it doeth a partes of mo- 
rall duetie, Wwherevnto we all of neceſſitie ſtande bounde in regard 
of lift tocome. And.inangther place,4 Exery mans religion is in 


him ſelft the well- ſpring of all other ſaund and ſincere veruies, from 
whence both heere in ſome ſarte,and heereafter more aboundantlis 
their full ioy and felrcitie ariſeth-: becauſe while they line, they ars 


bleſſed of God, and When they dye, their workes follow them. And: 


yet againe you ſay, © / will not difpute Whether truely it may not 
be ſayde, that penitent bot; weeping and jaiting, are means to 
blott out ſinne, meanes. whereby throngh Gods vnsþeakeable and 
wndeſerued mercie, Wee obtayne and procare to our ſelues pardon. 
which attaynement vnts ante. gracious benefite by him beitowed, 
the phraſe of antiquitie w{eth to expreſſe by the name of merite. 
Heere wee delire to. bee relolued how: theſe your aſſertions can 


ſtande with the doftrine and beleefof rhe church of England; . 


S$ayth only mſtifieth,. To which the [holy Scriprure accordeth, . 
as | ' | ES ſaying: 


Dinzcrey Vato M* Hoo. -- | oF 
« Galet.3.2t-22 ſ2ying : 2 [f there had bene a lawe that tould hans 
inen lift, ſurelie "gh teouſnes had bene by the law: 

Toe the ſcripture bath conicladed all under finne, 

that the promiſe by the fayth of Jeſus (hrifh might 

6 Rom. 4.8. © be f Sees to them that beleene. And againe: dDavid 


_ declareth the blefſednes of the man vnto whom God impurerh 


rightcouſnes without workes.For if from ſound and fincere vir- 
rucs (as you ſay) full ioy and felicitie ariſeth, and that we all of 
neceſlitic ſtande bounde-ynto all partes of morall duectie in re- 
garde of life ro come, and God requireth more at the handes of 
men ynto happines,then ſuch a naked belecfe; as Chriſt callerh 
the worke of God : alas whar ſhal-we poore finful wretches doe, 
who can haue no confidence inthe fleſh being farre from thoſe 
founde and lincere virtues,and from manie (that we fay not all) 
artes of morall durtie,in ſuch meaſure,as the holy, iuſt & good 
w oF God doeth require them; yea our verie righteons workes 
we finde to be ſtayned like a filthie cloth; when we c6pare them 
vntothar abſolute righteouſnes which is indeed pure & ynſpot- 
ted before the cycs of Godztherefore we clayme nothing by any 
ducric we doe or can doe, or anie virtue which wee finde in our 
{clues, bur onelie by that naked faith which is the work of God 
in vs; and makerh vs beleene in him whom he hath (entre, and 


by his ſtripes onelie we hope to be healed. Tell vs therefore by 


founde and plaine demonſtration what wee may truſt ro, whe- 
ther the Englith belecte be imperfect, without {ome necellarie 


additament: whether youthinke that not faith alone, bur faith 


hope andloue, be the formall cauſe of our rightcouſnes, whe- 
ther a man that hath faith can alſo doe all rhe works of the law, 
and ſo make vp that which is wating in his naked faith ; or thar 
if he cannor, bur falleth into ſinne ſcuen times, yea: fometimes- 
into great ſinnes, whether his fairh-may not ſauc him. Laſtlic, 
whether there bee not other (ufficient canſes to 
induce a chriſtian to godlines & honeſtic of. life,, 
{uch as is the *glorie of God our Father: bis great” 
mercies in'Chrift: his loze to 3: example to 0-- 


a Mart,s.16. 
b Rom. 12.1. 
c 1 Toh.4.11.1t9 


&,: Pet.2.12.15 theys, but that we muſt do it to merit or to make 
perfitt that which Chriſt hath done for vs. And lalllic, ſhew vs 
| i By that. 


_— 


| 


pn 


A CnaisTiAan LETTER. 


.tharphraſe of antiquitie whether it were in the Apoſtles time a- 


_  mong the ſounder chriſtians, or in what time immediarlic fol- 


.of works. 


 lowing;or doe you not cloſelie make the popiſh dodrine of me- 


ritt by workes atthe leaſt jo be tollerable, ro the diſgrace of our 
Engliſh creede 2 | | || 


» Thevitve The church of England profeſſeth, that*Good 3 Artic. 12.13- 


workes, the frutes of faith and following thein5ti- 


© fied cannot abide the ſeueritie of Gods wdgement, 


and that T he-workes Which are done before the 
grace of (rift, arg not onely not acceptable to God, but alſo hane 


b Booker. the nature of ſune, You ſay: > The molt certayne token of cvi- 


pag.63- 


dent goodnes, is, If the generall perſwalion of all men doe ſo ac- 


© Thid.pa. 68. CO#nt it. And againc 2c Only mans ob eruatron o f the lawe o f his 
d Booke2. nature is Righteouſnes;only mans tranſgreſſuun ſinne. Gods verie 
© 20 commanudements | 1m ſome kinde as tamelie hu precepts compre- 


- © Workes of Thechurch of E 
. ._ G@pererogativ. of ſup 


Þ Booke 2. 
P*g 1223s 


hendedin the law of natur ,may otherwiſe be knowen then onelie 
by ſcripture, aud that to doe them,howſoener we know them mu#t 
needes be acceptable in his fight. Here wedclire to be inſtructed, 
howethe goodnes of thele aftions done by the light.of narure, 
are to be vnderſtoode, eyther fimplic in them Gheles, as nature 
onelie declareth and reacherh; ot men following the light of 
narure,iud be of them and\ſo doe them: if you an{were onelie as 
narure teacherh without regarde| of man doeing according to 
nature, then can we nor vnderſtande your diſcourſe, which ſ{ce- 
meth ro vs to teach, that by doecin ſach operations of goodnes 
as narure teacheth, though he hane ino further teachinge, ir is 
righteouſnes and pleaſerh God: If you meane this ſecond, then 


| Tpray you,in what ſence can you call that righteouſnes in man, 


which our Church callerh|ſinne: and doe you not eſtabliſh the 
Romith doftrine of pura naturalia and workes of congruitie? 

And if that be true which you ſay,thar men doing ſuch workes, 
be acceptable in Gods light, doe you nor make the Church of 
England to holde an crrour, when they lay they are nor acccp- 


tablet God. ; 1 M* 1 | 
zgland profeſſeth,that* Works Artic. 14. 

rogation cannot bet taught Without arro= 
gancie and wickednes, And you ſay; Þ God appro- 


f 
£ 
. 


wed 
| 
| 


\ of our beleefe. 


. We cannot bee free frons all (inne colleftinelie in ſuch ſorte, that no pag-104« 


—_ 


; Directed Vitro M* Hoo; . IC 
wed much more then he commanndeth. Open vnto vs then thar. 
{ccing you ſeeme to teachrhat rhe orderand courſe of all things | 
ſupetnarurall,naturall, ſenſible and reaſonable,is a diuine lawe, | 
and ſo by ir he commaundeth accordinge to euerie kinde : and: | 
that in the former articles you appeare to vs to ſcatter the pro= | | 
phane graines of poperie, whether we may not juſtlic iudge, that 1 
in thus ſpeaking you {ow the ſeede of the doctrine whiche lea- | 
derth men to thole arrogant workes of ſupererogation. If not, | | 
ſhew your owh meaning, and.howe you eſteeme ofthis Article 


The Church of England holdeth, thar {þriff 9 None free 
onely being the immaculate Lambe, Was Wuhout nn 6/208 
ſpnne, and that Wwe Which are baptized and regene- 
rated in him,doe all offende in manie things. You (ay: b Although b Booke 5. 


a Artic.15, 


parte thereof ſhalbe found mherent in vs, yet distributinelie at the 
lea#t all great and greenom attuall offences,as they offer themſel- 
wes one by one,both may and ought to-be by all meanes auoyded.So 
that in this ſenſe to be preſerned from all ſinne,ts not impoſſible. 
Heere we demaunde tobe informed; thar if all offtende in manie | 
things,and.to ſay otherwiſe bea lye,as our Engliſh creede afhr- 
meth, how your ſaying can be true, thar ir is poſſible ro ayvoyde 
all grear and grecuous finnes. And:what manie things they bee 
whereof the {cripture ſpeakerh: Whether ir meaneth not actual. 
offences, great and 'greeuous; but that ſome may be excepted in 
regard of great finnes: or whether you meane, that it is poſlibla 
for all chriſtians robe preſerued from all great linnes: and if fo, 
why ſhould it not be as poſſible; from all ſmall offences; and if 
from {mall and grear, why dve wenor keepe our robe pure and 
without {por vnrill the comming of Chriſt, and lo bee juſtified 
more and more by our works,as the popiſhCannons teach: bur 
pray by Chriltes commaundement cuery day, Forgize vs our 
rreſpaſſes. | | es 
@ thitd +9. De The Church of England belecuerh,thar® Pre- ro Predefii., 
Przdeſtinatione, deffination wnto life is the eternal purpoſe of God, PI» 
| whereby before the foundations ofthe world Were 
layde, hee conftantlie decreed by his connſe!l unto 
FO | VS 
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his Pp 
#ime. But you Mai. Hoo. ſeemetovs,'to afhirme contrarie, when 


God accepreth,in that they aye conformable to his generall inclina= 

i ſaned: yet alwayes. be grauu- 
teth them not, for ſo much as theres in God a mare priuate occaſin- 
ned will, which determineth the contrarie. Heere we begye _—= 


ayde to make manifeſt vnto vs, howe God eternallic predeſtina- . 


teth by a\conſtant decree,them whom he calleth and faucth (as 
our Church profeſleth) and yer hath, as you ſay, a generall in- 
clination tharall men might be.ſaued : Whether he foreſaw-not 


| fomerhing that occaſioned his will otherwiſe; fo thathe elected 


not all, but onely them whom he callerh and Gaueth, or that of 
his generall inclination he eleCted all men , bur ſome more pri- 
ex. ry occaſioned him in time to alter his will, and to refuſe 

them; orthat ſome men gaue Ged occafi6 that he ſaueth them, 
though he neuerdecreed it before the foundari- 


- onsof the world. What meantthe blefled Apoſtle s 
- where he ſayeth: a Whom he predeſtinared them a Rom.8.zay 


alſo he called: and whom he called them alſo he 

iuſtified.&c. Is this ro bee vnderſtoode of acon- 

ſtanr decree, as we ſay,orofan inclination ? Hee 

fayeth: Þ God worketh all thinges after the coun- t, ppher.1.48 

fell of his ewne will. Is this to be yngerſtood, that | 

vpon occaſion ſometimes hee either altereth his 

counſcll, or decreeth ſomething which hee had 

not thought vpon before. Saint Iames faith, thar 

© In God there 1s no yariablencs nor ſhadowe of « ;tam.1.1gy 

turning. Is not this more. then a vartablenes _ 

ſhadow of turning to incline one way,and vpon occaſion to de 

£xec another.” Doc nottheſe wordes: of yours giue ſome place 
Wigk 1} Vnro 
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Dirrcrted Varo Mr Hoo: <1 l-» ol 
wnto chaunce and fortune: Doe they not make G o Þ 28 a man 
not of an all-ſufficient knowledge, wiſedome, and counſell, bur 
inclinable ſome one way, till by occaſion he finde a more better 
way. Where is that God you ſpeake of in your firſt booke , of a pag.e. 


Whom and through whom and for Whom are all things. And where 


is thatlaw by which he workerh, which you there call eternal, 
and therefore can haue no ſhew or colour of mutabilitie. Haue 
we not cauſe to feare that the witric ſchoolemen haue ſeduced 
you, and by their conceited diſtinftions made you forget, That 
you are neither able nor Worthie to open and looks into the booke of 
Gods law,by Which he guideth the Worlde. And yet you will lay, 
There is in God: an occaſioned will. Good Mai. Hoo, helpe vs 
heere,and ſhewe vs howe we may thinke, that you incline nor 
to the errour of poperie touching workes forſeene,and that you 
fauour our churches beleefe. 
; The Churche of UF docth confeſſe, 
CINE) T hat the church of Chriſt is a companie of faith- church,and of 
full people, among Whom the pure Worde of God is — | 
preached, & the Sacramentes righthie admmiſtred © 
according to Chriftes inititmtion,cfc.and that the 
church of Rome hath erred, not onely in maners & 
ceremonies, but alſo m matters of faith. Which by 
the Reverend Fathers of our Church is expoun- 
Þ Eb. Tewell re- ded thus: Þ Without Chriſt the church is no 


| 


plic againſtHats church, neither hath anic right or claime with- 
| pag 99. out his promiſe; nor anie promiſe without his | 


c-ibid.Artic-6, =worde. © The church of Rome being as itis now 
Pag-366, ytterlie yore of Gods word,is as a lanterne with- 
4 Apolog.ccce. Out light.* We haue departed from that church 
Azgl.pag.191. Which they haue made adenne of theeues, and 
Print. 4391 in whichthey haueleftnothing ſound,or like ro 
achurch; & which the {clues did cofefle to haue 
erred in manie things, euen as Lot inoldetime. 
outof Sodom, or Abraham out of Chaldea, &&c. 

© The generall error and defection of the popiſh 
Sinagogue fr6 Chriſt his true Church foreſhew- 
cd in the fcriptures,is now A (feſt ro the om 
Wo? Y 
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bythe A 


', conſtant e affirming,thar among 


 charcha 


of the w 
rent from infidelit 

. asan other Elias, tp bring againe 
onely in manners, | | 
_ backeand fay: Sundrie groſſe and grienous abbominations. They. 


- fayrthatthe churchiof 'Rowe, as ir is nowe, is vrterlic voyde of” 
Gods word; as a lanterne withour light , and thatir is adenne of 


&uris like Sodom.cFc. You call the: 


7 FSMHa D:rnrcred. Varo: M! Hoo:.. 


by diſſention from Chriſt and bis holy Apoſtles 

dottrine, and from the do&trine of the churches 

| {tles foded. And for this cauſe, they 

caltthe hereſic of tharRomilh chutch Apo#aſia | 
Remanenſinm ab Eccleſia, The Apoſtalie of the f Fulk.ad exuill 
Romitlh rabble fro the church, Atlchey cal the: - ferdio rindi. 
Pope e-LpoFtatam, eAntichriftum, an Apoſtata, þ- 
Antichtilt, And binde vp in one bundle 8.Idola- 8 D. Wire 
rers, ſuperſtitious perſons, papiſtes and Atheiſtes; vi be 
Engliſh chri- hb: W.Fulk. Re- 


© ſtians nopther thing is ment by rhe.name of pa _ 2000 Bk. 
PR LEFT LS « i SVEHP TEPAIC TO PA-27 
piſtes, then heretickes and traytours, Antichriſti- 
ans and. poſtaracs,cnemics roGod;their Prince, | 
and their countrie.'N you theſe peremptorie af-- 


: i 


le chriſtian faith,as farre as the ſonne is profeſſedly dif- 


c hrift,is plame ApoFtaſie;dirett deniall,vtter reieftion 
: infidelitie. Heere you (e 


nevnto vs to come foorth, 


their Fathers. They fay that thechurch of 'Roze hath erred,not 
juralſo in mattersof fayth, You;you call the 


theeues,in which they haue leftnor 


ting ſond,or likea church, 
n backe,and ſay: That they 
| Rang: 


V: | 4 


becauſe you-ſay: > That whiche 
(eparateth wtterlie: That Which catteth off cleane from the viſible 
þ 


ie people, vnto the God of , 


Sant... 4-4 > 


\________ DtnxerED Varo Mr Hoo, STEER | * 
hane mayne partes of chriſtian trueth wherein they conſtantlie 
perliſt. They affirme,and thatconſtantlie,that there is a general 
errour and defection of the church of Rome foreſhewed in the 
ſcriptures, and therefofe cald them Apoſtatacs, and matched 
them with Atheiſtes. ſceing it 435 nowe made manifeſt to the 
world, tharthey aredeparted from the doctrine of Chriſt & his 
Apoſtles,&c. you call them backe and ſay, we gladlic acknow- | 
ledge them to be of the familie of Iefus Chriſt, and to be helde 
«= reputed a parte of the houſe of God, and a limme ofthe vi- 
ſible church of Chriſt. And therefore you are bolde roaftirme, 
that we ſcucr not our {clues from the church we were of before: 
In theChurch we were & we are fo ſtill. We are here ia a ſtreighr 
except you helpe vs our. For if we beleene you, we muſt thinke 
' Gur reverend Fathers to haue miſledd vs all this while; either of 
malice,or ignorance; if wee beleeuethem we muſt rhinke thar 
Mai. Hoo. is veric arrogantand preſumptuous to make him ſelf 
rhe onelic Rabbi. We pray you therefore to reconcile theſe rwo 
tudgemcts, that men fall not away to looke back into Egypr,or 
elſe explane your minde further,8& ſhew vs ſome clecre demon- 
ſtration of that you intende; whether you be not forrie that wee 
are departed from the vnitie of thar Sea,or that you thinke they 
erre not in matters of fairhz8 that all theſe great diſputes about 
the church and bloodie dillenrions and conflicts come by ouer- 
ſight andtoo great zeale, and for want of knowledge in our Re- 
verend Fathers,& in all thoſe millionsof learned men,that haue 
franklic giuen thcir blood for the detection and departing from - - 
-thatchurch,as from Antichriſt and an Apoſtara. And heere wee 
pray you to ſhew vs out of divine trueth, your rule to diſcerne a 
Congregation to bee a member of the vitible Church: whether 
Shooter holdeth anic one profellerh tructh differing from in- 
fidelitic, may be reputed a member of the viſible church., and 
whether you meane by infidelitie, nothing els bur that whichis | 
not taught by the golpel! of leſus Chriſt, and they which holde 
—_— of that which you call ſupernaturall rrueth ( that is,as 
wetake it, of that trueth which men know no otherwiſe but by 


the worde of God) they are notfallen into anApoſtalie,&c.And 
k:ere wecraue your judgement of the PRIIY your rule a4 
| 2 " mth 
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Fe VL] For as wee thinke by 


_ light, and the ſame. hee will bleſſe in vittualles, 
 Prieftes and Saintes. Se that ſuch as be planted in 
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LzrTzirx 
adinghis Alcoran, hee hol. 
'deth ſome mayne pointes of chriſtjan trueth, as namelic thele:: 
od; and that he created all things without labour or 
that he preſerneth the things created: faith is ginen 
mented of God. He forbiddeth the adoring 0 rt: and. 
images: affirmet os to hate and abborre the arte ,; Magicke: 
jus tr; re the reſurreftion of all men from the dead. Shewe vs. 
how whether the Turke be notof the familic of Lz s v s Chriſt. 
Laſtlic we Pay ? ou to open vnto vs, thar ſeeing you ſaye the 
church © i porfl * 'the houſe of Gog, whether a man continu- 
ing in tha Houſe, and nencr comm mg out to holde the true be- 
leefe of Chriſt,as we doe in England; but renouncing and perſe- 
cuting it tothe death, whether ucha one may be ſaued: if yea,, 
why need we ſcuer our ſclues to fo greartrouble from her grolle: 
uous abhominarions, if they bee norſuch as can extin- 
pre” ewe faith roour deſtruction. If no,why doe you-not ioyne 
Sth our Reverend Fathers, to abandon that houle where thero: 
is no laluation. Of /Gods houſe ir is(aid: ?t 55the. 
Honey - pillar of trueth.T he habitation of God 
y his ſpirit : and the glorious ref# of rift. In ry 
which God loweth to AE. end Wherin he hath de- [RIIDInne 
'Efai 11.109 
Pfal. 132.13,146 
Plal.g2.13. 


x Tim. 3. I'5s 


that houſe,ſhal floriſh in the courts of ourGod,they 
ſhall ſtill bring forth fruite intheir age.&c. Shew 
vs weepra' you, whether theſe Se «fo may bee applied to the- 

fRome righrlic and eſſen (e,and what comfort wee 


- may haue by departing from her communion; if thee be a parte: 


of his houſe of God.&c.andtheſe things we pray you toaverre,, 


not by humane witneſle, but by _ which commeth down fr6. 
heauen. So did'Elias.. | 
Againe out of this article aciferks] | 
ſma ſcruple, where our church co 
meth Ty, &-T hewviſible church is that cogregation 
0 faithful Yoke Wherein the pure Words. e of God 
& preached, Wherevpon the Hemer 1d Fathers of 
pe frMe preg 


a- Artic. 19, 


b Whutgift 
Pag-bi- 
| ching' 


|  Dinxzcrey Varo M* Hoo. if 


ching of the Word is aneſſential note of the church; 


- | Forwhichcaulethey interpret the parable of the 

e Bb.of Lincoln ſcede,in this forte: © God is the birkapbings the 
(565 9600-gf Preacbers of the Worde are the ſeede ſowers, the 
 feede is the worde of God,the grounde is the hearts 


- d 1dſermer, of men,&c. And4 Therefore Chrift did ſende his 


vpen Rom.t* Apostles to preach the G ofpell, that thereby they 
might be brought to the beleefe of the free And 

e7 o this preaching he annexed ſuc 

& 7 holie ſpirit ,that it had greater ſtrength and autho- 
ritie, then all the eloquence, then «be Wiſedome, 
then all the learning,then al the pollicie and power 
of the Worlde: and that not onely in the eApoitles, 
but alſo in the Preachers, Who hane reftored the 
pure light of the Gofpell in theſe latter dayes, enen 
en thoſe countries, Whoſe Princes and people were 
profeſſed adnerſaries therof: vnto which accordeth 


[968775 
FFphe. 3.5. the holy ſcriptures calling this preaching *eA'gifte- 


x Colobt.:8, of the grace of God,Bto gy 9 enery man, and. 

fo —_ euery man in all Wiſedome, that Wee may 

| preſent enery man perfett in Chrift Feſws. Which 

thinges maketh vs much to muſe what you meane where you 
fay, 


reth, We can not chuſe but ſee great reaſon, wherefore the Worde 
that proceedeth from God, Who us in him ſelft very trueth and life, 


ſhould be (as the eApoitle to the Hebrewes noreth) linelie and 


wightie in operation, ſharper then any two edged ſworde. Now if 
in this and the like places ,We did conceauethat our owne ſermons 
are that ſtrong and forcible Worde,ſhould We notienen heereby im- 


| _ exen the moſt peculiar glorie of the worde of God, vnto that 


ch is not his Worde? For touching oxr ſermons, that whiche gi- 
weth them their verie being,ts the will of man, and therefore they 
oftentimes accordinglie taſte too much-of, that onercorrupt foun- 


taine, from Which they come. Heere Mai. Hoo. we are hampered 


with your words, becauſe they ſeeme to vs contrarie tothe iud- 
gement of our church, We therefore deſire you harrilic to re- 
| C3 __  folus 


force of his 


Sith Seach 15 the verie image Whereby the minde and.(oule k Booke 53 
of the ſpeaker conveyeth it ſelfe into the boſome of himthat bea= yag.46- 
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kx | A CnnnsTian| Latta. i 
ſolue vs, what you meane in this place by ſermons : whether ir 


be notall one with thar our Farhets call preaching of the word, 
conliſting in teaching andexhorting by rhe worde of Gad; ſc- 


 condlie,whar popes by being of a ſcrmon,wherherrhe 


Logicall and DialeQcall.frame by which men contriue their 
matter in ſuch and ſuch a forme : or that by the 

gift af the grace of God, ® Waying and ſearching a Fcclef. 13.8, 
and fring togither many ſentences, they ſecks out 

pleaſant V In, oF euery right Writing and faith- 

full wordes,and,ſo viter bin their dattrine,integri= þ Ti.2.9. 

fie, prauitie, and the wholeſome Wotde Which can 

not be reprowed. If you meane the former, then eueric declama- 
tion ky, formal oration inthe ſchooles,may be called ſermons, 
for thele are framed of the meere witt of man:if you meane this 
larrer, then we thinke you-teach contratie to our church & the 


| holy ſcriptures. You ſay our ſermons are not that ſtronge and 


forcible worde: They aye, itis ah eſſentiall notre of the true 
church,to haue true preaching of the worde : and namelic, the 
PR of the pure worde of Gop , and thar this hath ſuch a 

rce as no cloquence, wiſedome, learning, pollicic, and power 
of the worlde can match . You faye the witr of man giueth our 
{crmons the verie being. They ſay, God ſent his Apoſtles: thar 
the Preachers are the ſecede ſowers,and the ſecede is the worde of 
God, and that this is done by the giftof the grace of God. Heero 
we beſeech you to ſhewe the iult harmonie of your wordes and 
theirs, and therein to teach vs by founde demonſtration, that a 
man can! preach the pure worde. af God by his owne narurall 
witt,withour a gift ſupernarurall of the ſpirit to giue him vtte- 


— 


rance and to ſpeak the word as he ought to ſpeake. If all that a 


man preach be the pure worde of God, whatderogation isit ro 
call ſuch a mans ſermons or preachings the ſtrong and forcible 
word2. In cucrie being there is (as you ſchollers teach)the mat- 
ter and the forme; and thar which 1oynerh theſe rogither, is the 
cfticienr. Vnto which of theſe will you applie the witr of man,if 
you ſay tothe matter, then our church is againſt you,and laycth 
it is the puce worde of God : if ro the forme, as, interpretation, 
dodcine and exhortation, then the boly {criprures doe tye vnto 

|| Dt. Wi | the 
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 Draxerey. Vitro M* Hoo; + 25: 
n:Rom.132-E the gifcof the ſpirit, ſaying : * That wee hawe di-- 

mers giftes,as the gift of prophecie,teaching,exbor 

b 2Pet.t.20) ration, and no Þ [cripture is of anie priuate inter - 
pretation. If you make it the efficient, then the. 
{criprure ſairh: ©T here are dinerſities of giftes but 
/ © | the ſame ſpirit,and there are dinerſuies of admini= 
 firatzons but the ſame Lord,and there are dinerſi- 

ries of Tn__ but God is the ſame Which Wor-- 


PIES | 5, kethallinall. 4 Nomancanpreach except he bee 


ſente.*When he aſcended,he gane giſtes vnto men:. 
| Here we pray youto teach vs how your ſpeaches. 
conſent to theſe teſtimonies of our church and holy Scripture; 
or may you not meane that the Sermons of manie nowe a dayes. 
who in ſtcad of the pure word of God,doe molt curiouſlie bring; 


e Ephe. 4.8.11. 


' Into the pulpirt, Poeres, Philoſophers, Rhetoricians, Phiſitians,, 


Schoolemen,and.wharſocuer,cither by finenelle of witt,or helpe. 
of arte, they thinke may appeare fine & {mooth totheir heaters, * 
and winne praiſe to them clues; may you not meane,[ ſay, that. 

ſuch our ſermons haue their being of the meere witt of man; or. 


. doe you thinke that the ſermons of our Reuerend Fathers, and. 


more ſtayed diuines, whichare verie warie,that in all their ſer-- 
mons, wharſocuer they.ſpeake, may be the true ſenſe of holie 

Scriprures,and accordin 8 ro the proportion of faith;ſecing they 
agree not with the familic of: Ieſus Chriſt thatis ar Rome, ar. 
not therefore the ſtrong and forcible worde of God. And heere. 
we pray you to teach vs, whether thar all doctrine, interpretatis- 
ed a rion which is truelie and meerelic the natural mea- 
ning of holy ſcripture be not the worde of God,or thatthe word: 
is onelie in the letter of the rext, as of Hebrewe and Greeke, or,, 
if you will, truclie rran{lated': and which of theſe hath the word. 
of God, he that allcadgeth the wordes as did the Temprter, or he. 
that alleadgeth.the true meaninge, as. did. our Saviour Chrilt,, 
Mar.4.6.10, Laſtlic, ſhew-vs thar if all our ſermons bee of the 

witt of mail, and/ none the ſtrange and forcible worde of God, 
whether Romith Babilon may nor. chalendge our church to 
want? one c{[entiall marks, as preaching the pure word of God? 
And whethcr it be pathible for the wice of man to giae becing 
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12 | A CunisTiIAn Letra | 
4 vnto that which is an cſlential mark 


* 


| | rke of the church of God, and* 
W1 of thatwhich hath greater ſtrength and aurhontie then all elo- 
| jaence,wiſedome, learning, policie, and power of the worlde: 
nd laſtlie, pen ynto vs whether thar reverend Father did well, 


Th '  whograunteth tharthe worde of God 5s not only 
x in wriring hut in preaching,,n Coil or Doftors: V Fulton 
i Becauſe Chriſt {aith, Hee that beareth you, hea- pag. 9s. | 


| reth mee. | [1 
|< fip The Church of England afficmeth, thar® 7c x * Aruc-23- 
| not lawful for anie one to take to him ſelfe the office 
i $:-- preaeving panraLy or adminiftring the Sacra- 
j ewentes im the church, except bee be firs} lawfullic 
| called,and ſonte to dee theſethinges. And heere- 
vypon our Reverend Fathers dog noronly notde- , 
fende 'nor| Þyſc anie reaſons atall roproouc that pag., = 
women may baprize, and therefore © would not © Ibid-pa-goq. 
haue the boake of c6mon prayer, touching bap- hf 
tiſme in priyate to be vnderſtood, to permitr wo- 
mewoto baptize: butalſo eSiantiicaflirme tehar abuany. Agra 
God and well ordered churches forbidd Women 17. ver.7.pag- 


.., todiſpence that holy miſterie.But you Mai. Hoo, **** 
noche eo. haucanother Kinde of dererminatt6, where you - 
A __ ne fay,<MimSeriall power is a marke of ſeparation, becauſe it ſeue- 
P's , 9 them that haue it from other men, and maketh them a ſþeciall 
order, co 


«Pye vnto the ſernice of the moFt higheft in thinges 
ETbid.349 Wherewith others may not medle. And in another place: f T hers 
is an errour which beguileth many,Who much intangle both them- 

ſelues and others, by not difringuſping ſermices, offices, and orders 
eccleſiaiticall: the firſt of Which three, in parte the ſeconde, may 

be executed by the laytic,whereas none haxe or can hane the third 

but the clegrgie. From the whiche Cleargic you ſeparate Cate- 

| - Chiſtes, Exorciſtes, Readers, and Singers, &c. And in another 

g Thi.pa.140. ume you ſceme ro mainteyne & def-nde the practiſe of thoſe 
churches, which (necef{itie requiring) allowe baptiſme in pri- 
vate,to be adminiſtred by Womenlbrmin el{where That di- 
uers reformed churches doe both allow and defende thar kinds 
of Baptiſme.Heere we delice to Enowe what you meanc by mi- 


k ib-pag. 150 


Dirzered Varo. Me Hoo; Tf 

niſteriall power,wherher you take it adtiuclie,as that eneric mi- 
niſter,or allMiniſters hauc power to make an order conſecrated 
to the ſeruice of God, or paiſiuelie that by their calling they are 
made to haue the authoritie and power of aMiniſter,or that-you 
vnderſtand byir the formall cauſe of their miniſterie, by which 
they ditfer from al other orders, or that you meane the holy yn- 
tion and character, which the charch of Rome giuerh in their 
|, conſecration ofprieſthoode. And this wee delire, 

: Pocenie we nds Four cn ys Reverend ” 

a Heb.5-4 No thers, ring like to ? cripture , .to vie 
Moan Hog i _ ſenſible ——_ bps our the 

aplt> ar ) Haga difference of a miniſters eſtate from other mens: 

| and yours ſeemeth to carie another kinde of ſtile 

more befitting the glorie of the Romiſh charac- 

ter, then the lumplicitie of our miniſterie. Our 

church faicth, they maſt bee called that preach 

POE : you ſay, a Catechiſt (or whom wee 

b Puſcb.book 6, - inde in Þ aficient ume to haue bene ſuch as Cle-- 
cap.z.and6* . mens and Origine in Alexandria, as to whom the 

| |  peoplecameto heare the preaching of the word, 

of God)is none of the order of the Cleargic; meaning, as wee 
think, withoutthis mainiſteriall power. We pray you the to ſhew 
vs, whether you meane by miniſteriall power, Cleargie, or or- 
der,that which our church meaneth by calling: if you doe,then 
we {ce not how you and they agree; that you allow a Catechiſt, _ 
which is an office, topreach the worde, which is not of the Ec- 
cleſiaſticall order,and as we ſay, hath no calling therevnto, and. 
our church ſaieth, that iris not lawfull, 8c. Againe,our Church 
faieth, that it is not lawfull ro adminiſter the Sacramentes with- 
out that calling: and that God and well ordered Churches for- 
bidd Women to baprize : you (as wee thinke) contratie to our 
church, maintaine ſach chutches as allow the priyate bapriſme 
by Women in caſe of neccſlitie: and you faye, diuers ered 


G - " 


Churches allowand defende ſuch baptiſme. Heere wee intreate 
| youtodeclare the agreement of theſe ſayings: and whether be- 
< cauſe you ſay that the ſpeciall order (you-ſpeake of)is conſecra- 
ted vatothe ſeruice of che higheſt in thinges Wherwicl others 
RE. [2 I FL may 


\ 
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26 A Cnarsrtran Lurran 
may not thedle : your meaning bezthat lay people in caſe of ne- 
cetlitie,may,medle with thoſe thinges which our church taierths 
is not lawfull withour calling, or that becauſe you would hane- 
the miniſtetiall power to bea marke and character, you giue li- 
| bertieto preaching 8 baptizing,as to certaine (cruices:and thar 
the character and indeleble be knocks to it ſelfe pecu- 
liar but the making of the body of Chriſt in the Sacrament,and' 
offering him vp infacrifice to his Father, tharthe laitie, women,, 
and catechiſt may nor medle withthar. And heere wee delire ro- 
ynderſtande whence you ferr that worthie diſtinction,the 1gno- 
rance whereof bexiiilerh manie;andrharyou would declare the 
ſame by holy ſcriprure,& bring vs one pregnant proofe to ſhew 
the errour of our church in affirming preaching and miniſtring, 
withour calling, to bee vnlawfall : or el{e declare the exception 
either by {cripture,or by ſome order orinterpreration =y iſhed 
by our church; or ſome'of our Reyerend Fathers, which alſo- 
| may haue their harmonie withthe fayings of the Reuerend Fa- 
thers by vs before rehearſed. And: laſtlic, whether that you ir 
theſe three places are notc6trarie to your (elf, or that you make: 
not adeluding propoſition,which contaynerh a generall prohi- 
$3 bitioatwithour limitarion, which yeris not generall bur muſt 
ES hane exception. Andif youplace Readers as diſtin&t from clear- 
”E gie, whar 5 Daw thinke youcſteeme of our reading miniſters; 
pre they noc eargie' men ? || 


- Me» . '« Ll. | : A 8 
"Iris an Arricle of our faith, that a The Sacra * Aic-25- De 


| 
#4 Ofthe $a-* + 

ances. mentes inſtituted of (hriſt,are not opely markes of 

_ . chriftian profeſſion but rather certayne teftimo- 

nies and effettuall fignes of o ud of the good 
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Angl.cap. 1e. 
divi. 1. 
© Defenſe of the: 
Apvlo. 2. part. 
ace of God ts not in the Pag- 304+ 
te.4T he ſab3Fance of all 4 id: peg. 1344 
| J Sacr an 


Drazcred Viaro MP Hoo: | | oP 
Sacramentes is the Worde of God; Which $* Paule 
callethyerbum reconciliationis,the worde of 4t- 
ronement : this Worde is the initrument of remiſſis 
of ſinne. T he Sacraments are the ſeales affixed vn- 
to the ſame: the Prieft is the meane. And (ſpeakin | 
of all the faithfull ro bee one bodye, all Lewd? 
eRepli.co Hard: With one fjirit,they further ſay: 7 his marvelous 
mage Trong contention and incorporation is firft begonne and 
Ariic.1.pa-36 Wrought by faith,c.e Afterward the ſame corpo- 
ration is aſſured vnto vs and increaſed in onr bap- 
4iſme,cc. And for that we are verieynpetfedt of our ſ{elnes, and 
therefore muſt dailie proceede forwarde, that wemay grow vn- 
to a perfect man in Chriſt: T herfore hath God appointed that the 
:ſame incorporation ſhould bee often renewed and confirmed in vs 
by the yþ 2 of the holy mi#feries; wherein mn#t bee conſidered, that 
the ſaid holie miſteries doe not beginne but rather continue & con- 
firme this incorporation. Heere wee demaunde howe it thay ap- 
peare vnto vs that you broach not a new doctrine diuersand co- 
trarie to our beleefe in Englande, When you fay that® The Sa-, yu... 
cramentes chiefe5t force and virtue confifteth in this that they are pag ub. | 
bheauenlie ceremonies Which God hath ſanfified and ordayned to 
be adminiftred in his church. FirSt as markes to know when God 
doeth imparte the vitall or ſaning grace of Chrift vnto all that are 
84pablethereof. And ſecondlie,as meanes conditionall Which God 
requireth in them unto Whom he imparteth grace. And in another 
place: b ?t is abrannch of beleefe, that Sacramentes are in their Þ whi.pa.rzys 
place no leſſe required, then beleefe it ſelfe. For When our Lord & 
Saviour promiſeth eternall life, is it any otherwiſe then as hee pro- 
miſed reſtitution of health vnto Naaman the Sirian,namely with 
this condition,Waſhe and be cleane. And in'another place you fay, 
that< both the Worde and Sacraments hae generatine #ree and c ib.pag-105e 


virtue. By which your wordes we are greatlic amazed, that onr 
Church hath left our in her creede; and the Reverend Fathers 
haue not raught vs, that which is ( as you ſay) the chicfeſt force 
and virtueof the Sacraments. Where finde you that God ordai- 
ned the Sacramentes to tell vs when God giueth grace,and thar 
they ate meanes conditional, and as Par” as fairh ? Teach 
| 2 18 


28 | A CnrrstTiAn LetTER | | 
vs we ptay you by holy eu theſe three chicf virtnes of the 
Sacraments. The furtheſt that they (ay (as we gather)is to make 
them ſeales of allurance, by which the ſ{picit worketh invitiblie 
toitrengthen our faith;and.they feeme to {quare 
their faith by holy ſcripture : which propoadeth = 
deAbrabamto be ancxample of rhetrue way of 4 Rom-4-1.33+ 
iuſtifying,& a paterne to all the children of God, | 
namelie; © thar he was firſt juſtified by faith, and eibid:ver.10,18 
after reccaued the Sacrament as; a. figne to beea . , 
zale of the righteouſncllc of his faith. Shew therefore wherher 
' we ought not to goe further then pur chucch or holy ſcripture, 
voleſſe we will leaue out the cheefelt virtue of the Sacramentes. 
Moreouer they ſay the grace of God. is not in the viſible fignes; 
you ſay,they are meancs codiciopall. rhey ſay that grace(which 
they cal this marvelous contunttion and incorporation) is firſt be- 
gon and wrought by faith,and afterwarde is aſtured and increa- 
{ed by the Sacramentes: you ſay,the ſacraments haue the gene- 
Tratiue force and virtue as well as the worde. They ſay, that the 


c 


craments are the {cales affixed tothe fame; which being borow- 
ed fro.the Apa eoutof the former recized place, Romi4.doeth 
argue that the necefficic ofthe {acraments,is not comparable to 
\ thatoffaith. For by this he proueth Abraham to be iuſtified by 
faith without workes, becauſe he firſt was iuſtified by faith be- 
fore he teceaued the Sacrament, and that the Sacrament was 
bur a ligne and{cale of his faith;fo that he excludeth the Sacra- 
 mentas its a worke, and as you call it * a marall inſtrument of 
 falvation,fromall.copertenerſhip with faith.in the matter of iu- 
- ſtification. You make ita meanes condicionall, and no le(le re- 
quired then faith jr (clfe, and of as abſolute neceſlitie as that to 
Naaman: waſh and be cleane. Theſe things, good Mai. Hoo.we 
can not reconcile, and therefore we are ſurorsvnto you to ayde 
vs in the fame, and to make your;minde toappeare not to.Quer- 
 rurne the fayth of our church; andheerein ro tell vs where you: 
finde;that the grace of God is tyct to anie time, as namclie the 
. time of the Sacramentes: or whether the Sacramentes teach ys 
ſome other time:and whether theeodiuon of Sacraments make 
tage g ij . * not 


ſubſtance of all Sacramentres is pr wane and that the Sa- 


.$ 
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not for the additament of workes vnto fayth , in that which the 
Engliſh church holderh to bee onelie & properlic of faith. And 
laſtly whether ſuch ſpeaches be not meerelie popiſh & accurſed 
mixrure of humane ftollie, giuing a further grace to rhe bleſſed 
Sacraments then God hath ordayned;and heerein explane vntro 
vs, whether a man dying withour fairh,& yer receaueth the Sa- 
craments,can be ſaued;or that a man hauing faith,& neuer any 
ſacrament, may not be ſaued;or whether ame cibe faued,if the 
condition of dvatkh be the vpright and perfe&t performance 
of all moral dueries which God requireth expreflie in his word. 
a Artic.26.De | The Chnrch of England attirmeth, that a By r5 Of Ctriltes 
oi the malice of wicked me Which are ouer the admi- 
| niitratid of the Sacraments, the effett of the things 
ordayned by (hrift is not taken away, or the grace 
. of Gods ito diminiſhed, as touching them which 
Part ith and ordertie the things offered vn- 
to them. which for the inftitution of Chriit and his 
promiſe, are effettuall, although they be admini- 
| ftred by enill men. Wherevpon the Reverend Fa- 
Þ Thom. Bb. of hers define a Sacrament to af ths ny and 
1.vpenz.Cor. holy mifterie ordayned of God : Wherem hee by his 
by + | bobs worde gordon 1.9, both ſtirre pre. 
y |. GEuiſethefaitho his people,and by the operation of 
| | the holy gho#t increaſe his grace in them.&c.And 
$0 pot: of the intention of the church,they ſay: *T his is 
to d. 
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, 


the verie dungeon of incertaintie.T he heart of ma 
is tr. ve if we ſlay vppon the intention of 
| a mortall man; Wwe may ſtande m doubt of our own X 
baptiſme. You ſceme to ſpeake otherwiſe where you ſay: 4 Wee | jy 1zy,” » 
mutt note that in as much as Sacraments are attions religious and 
miſtical,which nature they haue not vnleſſe they proceed frb a ſe- 
rious meaning, and what enerie mans prinate minae 15, as We can 
mot know, ſo neither are we bounde to examine; therefore alwayes 
. 3n theſe caſes the knowen intent of the church generally deeth ſuf hw 
fice; and where the contrarie # not manifeſt, We muſt preſume that 
he which outwardlie doeth the works, hath inwardie the perpoſe 
of the church of God. Heere wedelire to be inſtructed how thee 
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two opinions can ſtande rogithex. The one which ſayeth rhe Sa- 
craments are cffeuall throughthe inſtitution ofThriſt and his 
promiſe; the other which ryeth.it to the good meaninge of the 
rielt or of the Church, Againe, the one {aicth the intention of 
the Church is the verice dungeon of incertaintic; ro make vs 
doubtof our Baptiſme: the ol char the Sacraments haue nor 
the nature to be religious and miſticall, withour a ſerious mea- 
ning, that is,theintent of the church. Theſe things we pray 200 
£0 reconcile, and therewithall to ſhew vs howe the intent of the 
church can giuethem their nature ro beactions religious & mi- 
ſicall, and yer our reverend Fathers ſayrhey bee holy miſterics 
ordayned of God. Reſoluc therefore whether the virtue of the 
ſacrament depende ypon the inſtitution and promile of God, or 
ypon the good meaning of the Prieſt or of the Church; or vpon 
both: and wherher they cannot haue the nature of religious ac- 
tions and miſticall without the intent of the Prieſt or of the 
Church; and ſo whether the church may ordaine a miſterie; or 
thatrhe miſteries ordained of G © Þ haue not their nature and 
forme with the preſuppoſed intent of the Church. WherherGod 
in ordayning theſe miſteries were holpe by the ſerious meaning - ' 
of the church, or did except that they ſhould not bee miſteries, 
without the liking and allowing of the church, by their good 
meaning. And laſtlic, whether your aflertion be not meere 
rie,a humane invention,and an inducement vnto that(which 
45 called fides implicita)thatirt ſhould ſuffice a man to belecue as 
the church belecucth,8&c. And herewithall ſhew vs what com- 
forte we can hauc in the vie of the Sacramentes, if they can nor 
be actions religious and miſticall, vnlele they proceede from 
the intent and purpoſe of the church, beeing ( as our Reverend 
Fathers eſtecme) the verie dungeon of vncertaintic, 


IF 


= \ Foo Chutch of Englande profelleth , Thar | 
os nom 2 Bapti[ me 15 a pgne of re encration, Whiche as © Artic.27. de. 
i 8 by "m int bg £ 4 Baptiſine, * 


rument,they Which rightlie receaue bap- 
r1ſme, are ingrafted ito the Churth : the promiſes 
of remiſſion of ſinnes and of our adoption to bee the 
children of God by the holy fpirit, are viſibly ſea- 
ted, onr faith is confirmed, aud by the force of the 


m_ 
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calling vpon the name of God , grace is increaſed. 

© © Which theReverend Fathers of our church dos 

b Ceey 9%: 1 _—_— in this {cnſe: ÞT he cbildren of the faith- 
part pag, 150. 


fil are borne holy and notwithſtanding by nature 
they be the chilaren of anger,yet by Gods free elec 


tion,they be pure & holy. Thisis Saint Paulesvn= _ 


I Babinge. | nerdeſpiſed the Sacraments of Chriſt. And that 
vpon Gen.ca, © A man may ſtand: inthe ſtate of ſaluation & out 


d-ubted dottrine; which notwithſtading, he ne-- 


17. verl. 12s of all daunger of damnation before he be ba tizcd, F 


@Thisis dipured Andthe contrarie to this they call 4 feartull do- 
neny Ih. Qtrinc,iniurious to thouſands of poore infants,& 
»7.veruze © - blaſphemous againſt the bottomlefle mercie of a 
\_ _  fweetandtender Father,who hath (aide;L will be 
thy God and thy childes,nort adding anie condition of baptiſme 
if it can nor be had as it ought: and heerevpon they athrme thar 
Sacraments make not the couenantes, bur only ſcale them,and 


that God hath not thus inthralled his grace ( that there is ſuch 


neceſlitie, that either women or all ſortes of perſons ſhould di- 
penſe the holy miſterics, to the ende that no poore creature 
might be caſt away for wante of it) nortaught his church in his 
worde, bur quite contraric,as we (ce by telling Abraham his co- 
nenant reachcd to his ſeede, and by differring the ſeale of the 


fame; ro witt, circumciſion to the eight day. You Maiſter Hoo. . 


ſpeake ro our vnderſtanding a farre differing lan guage:namely, 


a Predeftination bringetb not to life, Without the grace of exter« a Booke 5. 
nall vocation Wherein our baptiſme is implyed. For as Wee are not FS3% 


naturallie men Without birth;(o neither are we chriſtianmenin the. 


vie of the church of God but by new birth: nor according to the or- 
dinarie conrſe of dimine difþenſation, new borne, but by that bap- 


tiſme Which bath declareth and maketh vs chriſtians.in which re- 


þ ſpe#t we holde it to bee the doore of our attuall entrance into Gods 
ouſe, the fir$F 1rd beginning of life, a ſeale perhaps to the 


race of elettion before receaved, but to our ſanttsfication heere 4 


'” 


 lifme dependeth onely vpon the conenant whiche God hath made; 
That Godby couenant requirerh of the elder forte fayth and Bap- 


riſme 


nfm at hath Re before it. And againe:ÞT be fruit of Bap- Þ Booke y. 


pag. 146 
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rtiſme,m thilare the ſacrament of Baprtiſme alone. And in another 


 < Thi-pag-135 place:'© We hang for baptiſme no day ſett as the Tewes had for cir- 


L36- 


T 
[1 
i 


i&ion, and thar there 15 no ſtepp of 


-rious,and blaſpl 


ucpant and Sac 


cumciſion, neither haue wee by the lawe of God, but onely by the 
churches diſcretzou, a place thereynto appoinied. Baptiſme ther= 
fore een in the meaning of the lawe of Chris?, belangeth unto in- 
fentes capable thereof, from the verie inflant 0 f therr birth, which 
sf they hane not howſoener, rather. then looſe it by being put of, be- 
cauſe the time, the place, or ſome ſuch like circumitance,doth not 
ſolemnly enough concurre,the church as much as in her lyeth,Wvil= 


fullie caſteth awey their ſoutes ., Heere are we at our wittes ende, . 
not knowing what to belecue.For if our Engliſh confetlion bee 
_ true that bapriſmcis a figne of regeneration, and vilibly ſealerh 


our remillion of finnes and adoption, and increaſcth grace,&c, 


' we know not what to make of thar you ſay: Baptiſme to be the 


firſt apparant beginning of life, a ſeale perhaps of the grace of c- 
n, Cndificaticn before Bap- 
tilme. Andagaine,if it be true (as youay) Predeſtination brin- 
gh nor life withour the grace of cxternall vocation, wherein 
aptiſme is implyed;whar ſhall we thinke of that our Reverend 
Fathers ſay: A mzan by Gods free;eleCtion is holy and pure; and 
that before Bapr 10N, 
And if our churches doctrine be true; that baptiſme is a ſcale of 
remillzon of finnes, and that the:Sacramentes make not the co- 
uenantes bur are ſeales of the coyenantes, howe can yours bee 
true that by couenant God requireth fayth and bapriſme in the 
elder, and bapriſme alone in children . Is baptiſme parte of the 
couenant, and more then aſcale? And ſceing our Reverend Fa- 
thers aftirme that God and well ordered churches forbidd bap- 
tiſme by women, and that God hath nor inthralled bis church 
-to ſuch vrgent neceſlirie,and thar ſuch doctrine is fearfull, iniu- 


emous, and our {weete and tender Father hath 
aide: I will be thy God and thy childes, not adding anic condi- 
tion of bapriſme,ifir cannot be had as it ought, How can it bee 
:well in. you-tomakeir a bloodie and wilful caſting away of 
ſoules, if'the church provide nor that children haue ; ke; Jon 
howlſoeuer. Ant 


d heere we pray you to teach ys whether the co- 
ramentes in.the Goſpell bee nor the ſame in na- 
| CIOS obs |  rure, 


iſme a man mayſſtande in the ſtate of ſalvation, 
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enre, virtue and ſubſtance that they were vnder the lawe,brthar 


-our Sactamentes haue more neceflitie . And if fo, why our Re- 


verend Fathers difavow the necellitic of Baptilme,to be done a- 
nie other wiſc then as it oughr, becauſe God appointed circum- 
Cili6 rillrhe eight day. is there a further grace in our ſacramets, 
or hauc they not ſomewhat in the worke wrought, whiche the 
Sacramentes of the law had-not: We pray you therefore, plaine- 
lic and diſtinctlie co ſhew vs your minde; whether righreonſnes 


cometh by bapriſme, or by fairh. And (eeing notwithſtanding 


all theſe harde and 272505 0m ſpcaches, you ſometimes (aye, 


that * grace is not abſolutelte tyed to ſacramentes : and the neceſſi- 
tie of receaving not ſo abſolute,as that of adminiitring the Sacra- 
mentes. Wee would faine knowe what you holde and affirme; 
what manner of neceflitic you meane. For Ta be not abſo- 
lutelie ryed vnto Sacraments, and neceſlitie of receaving Sacra- 
ments not abſolute; we knowe not whar ſhould make neceſlitie 
of adminiſtring abſolute, bur that as our Reverend Fathers ſay, 
we are not enthralled to appoint or fuffer it to bee done by Wo- 
men or lay perſons, if it cannot be had as it ought: and if G o » 
hane not added any ſuch condition of bapriſme, where boxrow- 
ed you that diſtinction 2? Wee can not tell where to finde you, or 
how to take your meaning, or at the leaſt that your minde con- 
curreth with rhe doctrine of the church of Englande: we expect 
therefore and pray you to declare faithfullic theſe thinges vn- 
TO VS | | | q 


| The Chur h of Englande ronouniceth, that 


a P2g.134 
13S» 


17 Of Trafte 


Artic. 28.De cee- a The T ranſubitantiation of the bread and Wine ſuvftantiation, 


mw #nthe Eucharift, cannot bee proued by'the ſacred 

b Th.Bb.of tin. Scriptmre , but is againſt playne Wordey of | Scri- 

ypon 1 Cor, 10. Pexure, overturneth the nature of the ſacrament, & 
"ai. bath gine occaſion of many-ſuper#ititions.' And for 


4 Prefer, & + this cauſe our Reverend Fathers call it: Þ 4 mon- 

habit. 20. April, J#70%s & blaſPhemons dottrme: <bringing in doubt 

. inſcol.pub.Ox5s. the trueth of Chrifts body. 4 Contrarie to Chriftes 

A OS RE Wordes, ſayinge: It is expedient that I goe awaye, 

Mart.pag.1327 70h,16.7.4natothat of Peter: Whom the m—_ 
| Fo E mn 
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 Chri#t. cauſing t 


wot cruell cating of mans fleſhe, and manie mon=. 


| 
| 
| . 
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wut contayne untill the time that all things bee reftored', Af. 3. 


21. diſagreeing from the articles. of faith , Hee aſcended im 
to heauen,,. fare at the: right: hande of God the Father , &e. 


making voyde. the. inſtitution of Chri#, Which is to continue till 


he come,& c. caftin _ things to prophane, as Whoremongers, 
murderers,Qc. miſe aud dog ges to receaue the true reall body of 


ſtrom miracles: accidentes. without ſubiettes: the body of (hrift 
withoxt his qualities and true manner of a bodye: nouriſhinge the 
e Matrcioniit19 beleene the phantaFticall body of (brift and Eu- 


richians confounding the two natures of Christ and therefore they 


Which affirme tranſubſtantiation are indeed right Sacramentarics 


_ and Capernaites. Ingegarde whereof-we intreate you Mai. /7o0; 
to make a fitr conſtruction of your wardes, were you ſay: © Sith- 


we all agree that by the ſacrament,(hrift doeth reallie and truclie 
in vs performe hys promiſe: Why doe we vainely trouble our ſelues 


With { fre contentions. Whether by conſubſtantiation or els by 
_ Franſu ſtatiation the ſacrament cl fe be fir | poſſeſſ, ed withChriſt. 


or no:4 thing which no Way can eyther further or hinder vs howſo- 
wer it | WE 


oy th eth on the cooperatio of his omnipotent power, Which maketh 
8 


is body and blood onto ws, Whether wh ehange or without al- 


- : 


zeration of the element,ſuch as th 


? 
F- 


| emagine.,Weneede not preatlie 


* 


light of the doctrine of tranſubſtantiarion, as a marrer not to be 


of > £ 


Z0 Care nor inquire after. In all which words you ſeemeto make 


ſtoodevpon or to bee contended/for, careefor or enquired into; 


Fathers hauc all this-tiine paſſed, bene deccaued:. What ſhould, 
cauſe them ro affirme ir to bee a thing contrarie to the playne 


; wordes of ſcripture, overturning the narure ofthe Sacrament, 
| al 51908 doctrine: why ſo manic reverend Fathers,as 
Crammer, Ridley, Hooper, Latimer, Rogers, Bradford,c>c.hawe 


tocallit mo 


wen.their lines 1n Witnes againſt 4t', 5f it bee a.thinge that neither 
urtbereth nor hindreth , a thing not to bee cared for , nor enqui= 
red after? And hcere we pray you ingeniouſly to ſhew whether 
yaur. meaning bee ro bung thazfide into creditt by ſoftening 
[| | | __ the: 


becauſe our participation of Chriſt inthe Sacrament, 


4 
qt 
. 
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i the odiouſnes of cheir herefie,and our (ide into ſuſpition of pee- 
uiihnes, for ſtanding vpon rifles; which the rather we defire to 
be reſolued in, becauſe elſe where you call the enemiesto Tran- 
ſubſtantiation * Sacramentaries, and® labour to ſhew a cextayne * P4878 


£ 


vbiquitic of Chriſtes manhoode and of his. bodie,, and'of his ' 129, 
foule, which {cemerh to vs that you would giuea gentle con- ; 
| ſtructionof Popiſh opinions, and privilie robbe the trueth of 
f our Engliſh creede of her due eſtimation, If you call our Reve- 
rend Fathers Sacramentaries for oppugning.trauſubſt. and they 
againecall che maintayners of it right Sacramentaries and Ca» 
pernaites(if you haue ginen as good teftimonie of fairbfulnes as 
they)whom (hall wee belecue 2 are ypu not contradictorie : and 
may we thinke youcan favourthart fide; your wordes doe beate 
downe; ſhew vs then wee pray you how thuch great fauours doe 
| -- notpreiudicethe doctrine ”; the church of Englande, or nor 
- condemne thaſe millions of learned duines andblefled Martirs 
of extreme follic, who hane died for the ſame; and that God 
ſhould revealero you onely that it was for that which neither 
! _ AFurthered nor hurteth? Laſtly inſtruct vs wherher rhe inſtitution 
Mt of the Sacrament by Chriſt, ſaying:this is my bodie : doe this i 
| remembrance of mee, bee not thetrue and right making of ir 
| Chriſtes bodie and blood vnro vs: and vppon what ground of 
! + * Scripture it may beeproued, thatthe cooperation of his omni- 
| - potent power doerh make it his bodice and blood vnro vs, and in 
what ſenſe : And whether ſuch phraſcs doe not helpe the Popiſh 
argument of Gods power which they commonly vie to approue 
theicrranſubſtantiarion. | ik gl: 
There be alſo in your book diners Theoremes.nor ſo familiar 18 Offpeculs. 
0 vs common Chriſtians, neitherdoe we perceaue them in the 
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@ pag.6d79., the oleri of Sainrs in is bRanvs, d ju! Ae bruſ, es:ſhirituall promoti- 
ons Kyu fo rake | M4 


© pag-72. plied 7 anvne 0 Worldly: 


l 't ules of men as With: 
Epe.154 155 pt; : 'E1n Ba oo Gr doeth beſtow priſenth ob ſ- 


in « ries, our bar eration Ns Hoa 
h pag 162. II ee Corittes tel  Aſſwredly Whoſoener doeth: 
Fas 27- Wellobſerne how much: all inferior things depende ypon the order- 
ON lie courſes and motions of thoſe greater orbs., will hardely indge it 
meete'or good, that the «Angels a) iſting them, ſhould FA ee driven: 

to betake them ſelnes vnto other ſtations, although by nature they: 

_ Were not tyed Where now they are, but had charge alſs elſewhere; 


as long 45 their abſence from beneath might but tollerablic be ſup- 


plied, & by deſcending their rooms aboue ſhould betome vacante- 


and ſuch like, Whereof your Writing 
ſtored; but ſhewe: vs _— concerning theſe, that if” 
kall Angells be minsitri1 Firits, + ſent forth to mi- ;ev.2ucg.. 
mſter "5 thetr akes Which ſhall bee heyres of {al- 


wation(as Gods ſpirit teftifyeth) where is it revey- 
ted; that they attendeppon the celeFftiall orbes, or that their 


pernirie is the hande that draweth- out celeſtial. motion; andif | 


they doe, whether i ir be not linneh them, to leane their natural 
cbarge,and to attende -ypon that whiche they are: 

not tyed-ynto? Doe you: not meane the® Angells _ RL 
which kept notthcir firſt eſtate burlefttheirown. 

' habitation whom God hath: referved in eycrla- 

Ring chaynes ynderdarkenes ynto the judgement of the grear 


_, day? orwould you hane theele&Angells to bee like vnto ra Jy 
_ Ang ell of the borromleſle pirr, whoſe name is 4bbaddon?When,, 


= how! did:C wat rhee ivy iſe ofthe'croſle (as: 
\wevſcijt)is the marks" Obrile,! cthr from reproch: 
arid whar Wircafthbife ptel : in the har pre 
 wtoughtof] "He; did* you Ree iniche monnrtaine'of God che: 


m_ ofthat heaualcfqude which you ee is to catch _ 
Y 


C 
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by mulcipſicd|peritions of worldlic thinges > And what bee the 
bruſes and Fall char ſpirituall promotions ordayned by Chriſt, 


doe or can take? And howe doeth it appeare in nature, or from 


theGodof nature;rhatten is the number of natures perfections? 


The Reverend Fathers of our Church call Mr 19 of Calvin 


b 1. whiig, | (altinÞ> oneof the beſt writers: *A reverend Fa- 3nd the rear 


© Bb Tewel.de- | Ther, &f a Worthie orn.ument of the church of God, 
— W| _ _ —_— Sertmpe dodrine, bur alſo 
2d anyFnelith | diſcharging him of flandetous reportes wrong- 
mir 6 ding | fullic hed againſt him, Lhowitig dar by af. 
Goon ark ' ming the perſons of chriſtitns, and eſpeciallie of 
Fulke againſt Miniſters, the Devill of olde time labouredtoo- 
wr 1 5fþ ' nerthrowe the Goſpell of Chriſt. Howe greatlie 
Bead Apologs all chriſtian huts are to prayſe God <0 that. 
my: mans faithfull. labours,and|how inſtantlie there- 


| foreall ſortes of papiſtes haue and doe indevour 
and ſtrive to diminiſh his creditr, all the chriſtian worlde moſt 
aboundlic both by word and by writing,doe teſtifie. Wherefore 
we wonder not a little. What moved you to make choyſe of that 
worthie pillar of the church aboue all other,to rraduce him and: 
ro mall fic a ſpectacle before all chriſtians. Wherefore wee 
craue your fauour that with trueth and patience you would an- 
ſwere our doubres 8 ſ{cruples which by the preface of your firſt 
booke you haue made in vs concerninghim . And firſte, what 
Maiſter Cal in hath done againſt our Church, that you ſhould: 
ſingle him our as an adverſaric: Which of our Reverend Fathers 
of this lande hath wiſhed you thereynto; orelle cell vs plainlie 
whether our adverſaries (in whoſe mouthes you are a moſt in- 
vincible champion) haue not provoked you againſt him? And: 
open ynto ys without deceite ingenuouſly, whether all the lear- 
ned men of our countric, who hane writte and diſputed for dif- 
Cipline, be not to. baſe and meane perſons, that on them onely 
fo'mightic aman ſhould'{pend'his ſharpe arrowes and coales of 
Taniper ? bur you will paſſe oucr the Scas, and. ſearch the ſcpul- 
chers of the ſtraungers, and' finding no man aliue worthie your 
combar, you call Maiſter Calvin our of his fweete bedd of _ 
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and him thar is entred into peace, you chalendge againe into 
the fielde, Will no/man fitt you buthe thar was (as you braucly 
aftirme) inc6parably the wiſeſt mi har ever the French church, 
did enioy,. ſince the hower it did enioy him,to whom thouſands 


% 


_ weredebgers : and who for his exceeding paynes in compolinge 


the inſtirutions of Chriſtian Religion, & expolition of holy ſcri- | 
Pture, gayned the advantage of prejudice againſt all gainlayers 
followinghim, and of glorie aboue all rhat conſented to him. 
How vnlike are you vnto that great & mightic Goliah,who de- 
hed the wholeHaſt of God, and made challengeof a man out of 
them all :he was {o.proude that he demanded but choſe nor: he 
ſoughr for one that was aliue and vauntcd not him ſelfe ouer 
one that was dead ?. And heere wee molt inſtantlic beſeech you, 


' Whether your weaponsbe the wordes of rightcoulſneſſe and the 


faithfull-penne of trueth. Where learned you, and howe proove 
you thar Mai.Calvia was the foundex of diſcipline ? And herein 
declareyato vs, what moncd that Reverend and 
learned man Mai.D. Whitgeeft to ſpende ſo ma- 
- artes of Diſcipline 4 Þ- mop | 
rere Fi Magiſtrate, as ſer- Anita 
ving more ficlie for the Apoſtles time, and the 
time of perſecution, then for vs, hauing the Ma- 
giſtrate ro friende, and living in peace and quiet- 
nes. If Maiſter Calujn (as the Þ true ſtorie repor- v T. Beza in vie 
teth)obrayned the conſent of the rownes men of —=Culvin- 


[- : 


\ 


bur alſo by ſhewing the minde of verie learned men of hus age, 
our of their writings, as of Oecolampadius, Swinglins, Suychuu, - 

MEET who was the founder of the 
diſcipline? Where had theſe notable men their indgement? Did 
he teach them 2 or write þefore ther 2 Was it not one founder 
euen the Lorde Chriſte , the author and builder of his Church, 
who raiſcd yp diuers men in diuers places, and caught them by 
the ſame ſpirit our of the ſame holic 


. 


Geneva, not onelic by demonſtrationout of the holy ſcriprures, 


q 


ſciprure,the ſame doctrine 
f [hinder ay 


nes? Shew vs al 


fo wepray you before our God which ſcarcheth the beart, whe, 


|  Drarxcred Varo Mf Hoo, ©” 39 
| ther we hane not iuſt cauſe to iudge, that in penning this ſtorie, 
you make of Calvin, your purpoſe were not to deceaue your 
xcader by an arrificiall entwining of ſome part of the trueth with 
the hollow & glittering rhreed of your owne wittie conieCtures 
and peremprorie cenſures; as namelie when you beginne to tell 
of the repentance of the people. of Genevah, ircfullic champing p,, ,.g 
ypon the birt : you ſuddenlic fall intoa ww" pe of the riling vp 
of thoſe reformed churches; you beſprinckle them with likehi- 
hood of deſire of glorie of their owne enterpriſes;you blame the 
that in that cookbleſoms rime they wanted qercfio coference,, 


and'that afterwardes leaſt they ſhould derogare from their cre- 
dite, they became cuer after. reſolute to maintayne thatwhiche 
| _ they haddone, andſoleaving the churches all beſpotred; with 
| '  Iruticandſclfepride, andeafcd of all. conſcience and: honeſtie; 
you cloſclic rhruſt in Calvin with'this worde, therefore : that he: - 


and his aſſociates (as parteners of the ſame ſelfe weening) ſtiffe- 
be refuling ro adminiſter the holie Communion, were baniſhed: 
the towne. After ſpeaking of his reſtoring and reeſtabliſhing of 
Diſcipline, you haue in one place, Manythings might lead them yag.7.y. 
 &c. And in other place, He rightelie conſidered, cc. T bu deviſe 
I ſee not howe the W1iſeFF,cc. And again:T hs forte it may be,e+c. 
Therefore we' pray you to teach ys how ſuch mighr lead 8 may 
bees, ſuch entring into his thought and crofſe commending that 
for his diviſe which he ſimply propoundedas our of the Scrip- 
rures of God; may not dtop into your readers heart ſuch vnhee- 
ded impreſſions , as may make him highly admire R. H. great 
| pens qun wiſedome and 7. Calins carnall pollicie,, 
e hipocrific and peremprorie follic.. | 
We beſeech you alſo helpe vs in theſe things following. Firſt The: Beza is- 
the trueſtoric ſaith, Many being ar the ficit gently admonilhed, ws 00 
for many vnworthy acts, and'for old enmitic among the chicfe 
families, and'the {tubberne being more ſharpely reproued, the 
Citie was diuided by the faction of certay ne priuate men, Fare!- 
bu and (alvin with (oraldus, openly oroeld ed thar they eould 
6: not orderly celebrare the Lordes Supper vnto men fo muchar 
diſcorde. At which time allo betwixt the Churchar ey and. 
2 BEE y; jenc»- 
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aboute to ſerr in order by a Synod ſy 
"the chicf Magiſtrates for that yeare of Genevah, being 
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Genevah was difference incertayne rites, which while they wers 
moned for that purpoſe; 
| re © o Cap- 
taynes of the fattions and diſcorde , aſſembling the peo C 


LG 


| brought the matter to this ende ; that theſe three faichfull ſer- 


window, falling downe headlong, D) 


was put ro death,and the trwoother! 


uants of God were commanded to depart the rowne within two 
dayes. And when theſe Officers, lik vnto filthy froth,were caſt 
out(the one accuſed of ſeditis going about to eſcape through a 
the peaſe of his bodie, was 
ſo hurte that wirbin few daycs hee dycd : another for murther 
being accuſed for ill gouern 

ment in acertaine embaſlage , forſgoke the cuntric , and were 


condemned being abſent; the Citid then began rs ſceke againe 


'for their F arellus and Calvia. You & 


— 


y when theſe things began 


2g-5-6-7-" ro bee put in vre; the [wg wy beganfo repentthem of. that they 
' had dong; the rather for that they grew by meanes of this inno- 


vation into diſlike with ſome Churches neere about them, &c. 


and fo Calvin and his affociates(as & afore ſaid) were baniſhed, 
and tharafter the places of one or two of their Miniſters beeing 


fallenvoyde , the: 
and that they wer 


y are importunateto obtayne Calvin agayne, 
e content the other two ſhould enioy their 


exile. The contradiction of theſe ro ſtories we pray you to re= 
concile, eyther by the 24 $1 which you cite, or by anie true 
narration wharſoeuer, Firlt ſhew ys that the diſlike of other 


churches was fordiſcipline, and that for that diſlike the rowne 


thele churches di 


Calvin . And whether rather 


was the rather mooued againſt Cz 
not make interceſlion by the decree of a Sy- 


nod: for Calvin to the Genevians, Secondlie, whether thoſe 


thoſe two good Paſtors . And ſhe 


make of your delcanting on the 


Sindickes being wicked and taken away by the righteous judg- 
mentes of almightic God, the people were not made free from 
the former faCtions: and whether that thervpon the Lord moo- 
uing their mindes, they remembred not the iniuries done to 
ewe vs by clearedemonſtration 
they ſought nor as well for Farellus as for Calvin. And heero - 
alſo without your helpe, wee knowe not what conſtruction to 

Miniſters, alluring Coin of 


- 
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their allegeance, his rerurningas it had beneanother Tulie,and 
the allencing of the people with no lefle alacritie of minde then 
Cities vnable ro holde ens hy Are the(2 anie other bur bir- 


ter ſkornes and d-(pirefull ictions ? And to omitrt many things 
(becaale this is a perſonall cauſe) we doz moſt hactilic b:gge ar 
your handes toaunſwere vs truelie and faithfu!llic, whether you 
thinke Maiſtzr Calvin'to have bzne an honeſt cruchearred chri- | 
ſtian, fearing God, and not an impoſter and a deceaver of tho 

ople,orat the leaſt you would haue men lo to eſteeme of him. 
For owe can wee otherwiſe conietare in that you blamethim 


more for the — of diſcipline m_ eſtabliſhed, pag-10.r8. 


\ then foreſtabliithing of it, athcming with no ſmall incirements 
-of ctinning infinuations, that becauſe hee by wiſedome and not 
by the word ofGod, faw that diſcipline requiſite for thar people, 
hee imployed all his witt by fifring the very vrmoſt Ga 
and iHable of holy Scripture to confirme the ſame; and not 
ro. omit the 1zaſt2 occa{ton in all his writinges following of 
cxtolling the vie and ſingular neceflitie thereof. If wee may 
thus iudge of his fairhfulnelle in promoting of diſcipline , whar 
may wce {uſpect of his ſincere dealing in the doctrine ? Abour 
rites (as the miniſtring with common bread) you acknowledge 
that he would not Rande with the Church , ro maketioable for 
a thinge indifferent, and why if he were a good man, ſhould we 
thinkethathecewould profeſle ir to bee trayterous 
Epiſt. x65. Cowardlines,not to dye a hundred times ratherthen 
|  - to ſufferthat to bee wickedly bornedowne which 
hee very well knew to bee raken out of the word of God? |Can 
you (o farre make manifeſt eyther by good and iuſt preſumpri- 
ons , or by playne and true ſtorie , his deepe hipocritie and arro- 
antprid2; thar cuen againſt his owne conſcience; hee woulde 
| ſoearneſtly ſtrige and trouble the whole Church to maintaine 
& deuiſe of his owne 2 Wee pray you therefore to ſhewe vs ſin- 
cerelie whether ſuch inſinuations bee charirable 2 and whether 
if you b:e afriendto the Goſpell , you make nor a greater rent 
in Gods Church , by ſuch arguments they if you medled nor at 
a inthe matter, burlefrirromen of more ſtayde and _ 
| | PEE | F LLCIC= 


We 
| 


" a. oO OO. Ax WA.» OTTRRT "7 —T 
Ce OD CS INSET 


_ - 4 3; __ : 
- | J ; I 3 £ 
\ au. 5 R 4 : ' 3 
j | 8: 
; | G = % 
þ 5 5 


2 7 


42 1 | Cunrerian LerTer 
diſcretion and of a more charitable and peaceable ſpirite. For 


ifluch bolde and bare afhcmationsmway goe for payment, why 


may wee nor as well heare and beleeue Maiſter Harding, whic 


calles all che whole and pure dodtrine belccucd and profelled in 


a In his Fpiſt. England; A wicked new deny Geneva. We delire you ther- 
w bb.levell for2 inthe name of our Lorde Iefus Chriſt , who ſhall iudge all 


men at his c6ming and make manifeſt the intents & thoughts. 
of the heart, to ſhew vnto vs withogt al attificiall glozing whe- 


ther allthis your treatiſe of Calvin, 


e not poliſhed armour, and 


a ſharper ra(or , prepared forthe vie avd helpeof the enemies of 
l 


the Goſpel, an 


at it may not rather bec called a preiudiciall 


commentarie; anda Popilh paraphraſe; then a ſtorie rtue plaine 


and withour part} 


| ur partjalitie , and that men haue not iuſt cauſe to- 
_ thinkethe berter of Maiſter Calvin and the caule of diſcipline, 
when they (ce (o litle plaine and faithfull dealing im your wri- 


ting. Reade therefore his preface before his comment on the 
Plalmes , 'and Beza his ſtorie of his life , and the French or any 
other ſtories or monuments of fairhfull honeſt Chriſtians and 


then aunſwere 
meaning... 


es Schoolenie Our reverend Fathers * converting their ſtu- 


dies fc6 ſchoole authors vntothe holy ſcriptures, 
and cauſing others to do the like, brought many 
to be well icene in/(divinitie , and themielues and: 


others well affected in Religion; and therefore 


conſtantlie afhrme that Þ T he heanenly dottrine 
of our Saniour Chriſt Was ſo buriedin the darke- 
neſſe Uhr lain , thar no- man taſted.the 
{weernes of it, which ro be true that worthy.man 
e Martin Luther, through Gods ggodnes to his. 
Church finding by great experience in him (clfe 
and othersy,is bolde'to ſay, © T beologia illa ſcho- 
laitica exulemnobs fect verameF ſmceram theo- 


logiam. That ſchgole diuinitic- hath baniſhed. || 
_ from vs the true & lincere ur iw ps ndagaine, 
» T or#5 Ariſtoteles ad T heologiam 68 tenebra ad 


ichfully the trueth and. ſhewe your honeſt 


a Þ. Cranmer as 
Mr Fox wri- 

| .reth. booke of 

. Mart. 


19752, 


b Tho. Bb. of 
Lincol. ſer. #+. 
vpon Rom. tc. 
L6G: pag: 7» 


at. 


(or 
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tucem. All Ariftotle vnto divinitic is darkenes vnto light, Now 


inall your bookes, although we finde manic good apr, 
rructhes and fine pointes bravelie handled, yerin all your dif- 


courlſe,for the moſt parte, eAriForle the patriarch. of Philoſo- 
phers (with divers other humane writers) and the 3 p87 ru 
{choolemen, almoſt in all pointes haue ſome hnger: 


calon is gooke 1. Prew 


highlic ſert vp againſt holie {criprure,and reading againſt prea-.. face pag-6. 


ching, the church of Rome favourablie admitred to bee of the 
bins, of God. Calvin with the reformed churches full of faults: 
& moſt of all they which indeuoured to be moſt removed from 
conformitie with the church of Rome:Almoſt all the principall 
pointes of our Engliſh creede, greatlic ſhaken and conrradifted. 
If you doe not ſincerclie,plainclic and truclie aunſwere all theſe 
Our ncceſlarie doubtes and demandes; whar ſhall we haue cauſe 
ro thinke of theſe your redious and laborious writinges . Shall 
wee doe you wronge to ſuſpect you as a privie and {ubrill ene- 
mie to the whole ſtate of the Engliſhe Church, and that would 
haue men todeeme her Maieſtic to haue done ill in aboliſhing 
the Romiſh religion, and baniſhing the Popes authoritie : and 
that you would ble glad to (ce the uckelidin g of all reformed 
churches ro bee made conformable to that wicked ſynagogue 
of Rome: and ſhame and reproche to all faithfull Miniſters, 
whom G o Þ hath rayſcd' vp to reveale and beate downe Anti- 
chriſt: and thatyou ye} the preaching and writing of all the 
Reverend Fathers of our Church, and the bookes of holy (crip- 
ture to bee at the leaſt of no greater moment then AriFotle and 
the Schoolemen ? Orelſe doe you meane to bring in aconfuli- 
on of all thinges, to reconcile heauen and carth,and to make all 
religions equall 2 Will you bring vs to Atheiſme, or to Poperic; 
_ orto prepare a plotr for an [nterzm, that our ſtreetes may runne 
with blood, when all religions ſhalbee tollerated, and one ſhall 
bearde and provoke another? Are there not examples ſufficient 
of mp HI maſlicres abroade; vnleſſe wee ſhould fert the 
{fame home to our countrie, reioycing vnder the bletled vnitic 
of the Goſpell of peace . Thinke you that the longe experience 
of Gods proteCtion,in theſe golden dayes of quiet Mt ey "Þ 
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hiniontmld peaceable hearr of out deare loue raigne Ladic and 
Queene E117 A BE TH,(for whoſe toyful preſervation all good 
and chriſtian minded. Engliſh men, doe vnccalantlie pray) and 
the thouſandes of faithfull ſubieftes , who hauc learned Chriſt 
ynder the ſhadowe of her moſt happie and honorable reigne, 
would cuergiue you thankes for ſuch great ſervice, or cuer a- 
gree vnto {ſuch i Hoilinatiins, if they ſhould once beginne ro 
c{pic ſuch ſtratagemicall operations to appeare in their cficCes, 
and to ſhewe them'ſ{elues ficedllic and opcnlic: We beſcech you 
therefore inthe Name of Is vs Chriſt, and as you will aun- 
{were for the vic of thoſe great giftes which God hath beſtowed 
vpon Þ big , that you woulde retume and pervle adviſcdlic all 
your hve bookes, compare them with the articles of our profeſ= 
lion ſer our by publick authoritie ,andwith the workes Apolo- 
eticall & other authoriſed ſermons & homilics of our church, 
and of the Reverend Fathers of 6ur'Lande, and' with the holie 
booke of God,and all other the Queenes Maieſtics proceedings: 
and then read and examine with an indifferent & cquall minde 
a booke (err out in Latin called |Owerimonia Ecclefs and an O-, 
ther in Engliſhe, late come abroade, ſpeaking of Scotizing and 
Gentrac i£,& Allobrogicall Diſcipline : and having mature- 
lie with a tudicious c6ſcience in the feare of God, pondered and 
wayed then in the ballance of trueth and iuftice, then tell vs 
roundlic and {oothelie : Thar if the Reverende Fathers of our _ 
church,afſiſted with ſome of rhe approved divines of bothVni- 
verſies, did reade, peruſe and examine your bookes, and thoſe . 
rwo other bookes, whether they would: not judge in their con-: 
ſcience, and gine ſentence with their mouthes , that by thoſe 
three writinges,the Church of Englande and all other chriſtian 
Churches,are vndermined; and that they are verienotable bel- 
lowes (if Geds mercic ſtaycd it not) to blowe the coales of (edi- 
tion,and'fieriecivill warre betweene all chiiſtian Churches;and' 
to make all people,who reade them,to fall cither flatly to Athe- 
iſme or backewarde to poperic , when they ſhall ſee all gedlie 
Miniſters and chriſtian churches, by men of their owne fide and 


 . and 


 profeflion, to be fo openlic rraduced and notoriouſſic detected, _ 


; | Ditreris Vitro Mr Hoo? > _ 7 
and all thearticles of our Religion & many partes of our chutch 
government to be checked, blamed,or corradited. And might 
they not thinke thar the Popes fators in Englande, haue ſome 
intelligence with ſuch writers? Oris thatnew found diſcipline 
ſo neerlie ſeared with mn ej creed; that ſuch expert archers 
ayming at the one, muſt needes hirrhe orher? 

Our laſt ſcruple and demaund is this, ſeeing your bookes 
bee {o long and tedious, in a ſtile not vſuall, and (as wee verelic 
thinke) the like harde to be found; farre differing from rhe fim- 
plicitie of holie Scripture, and norhing afrer the frame of the 


vw 


writinges of the Reverend and learned Fathers of our church,as' 
of Crammer, Ridley, Latimer, Tewell, Whit eeft,F ox,Fulke,&c. 


And that your Prcftaces anddiſcourſes before you come ro the 

ueſtion are ſo longe, & mingled with all kinde of matrers and 
{utes of learning/and-dodtrine: wherher your meaning be to' 
ſhewe your ſelfe to bee ſome rare Demoſthenes, or exrtaordina- 
rie Rabbi, or ſome grear Pythagoras, thar 'enioyne your {chol- 
lars or your adverſaries to hue yeares filence, before they can be 


21. The fille 
& maner of 
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perfe&t in your meaning or able to'replye:or that theſe men you 


write againſt, bee not ſounde in marrers of fayth; and therefore 
you handle all rhinges, orelfe you had no better way to make 
doubrfull che chief groundes of our faith and'eligion, and that 
you would hauc men better ſeene in Philoſophic and {choole- 
mens diuinitie , and namelie in Ariſtotle : or that you were a- 
fearde , that if you had nor handlediit withſo graue , heroicall 
and loftie.a maieſtie, you ſhould hane bene'repured like ſome 


other man, and fo your fame ſhould- haue bene bur (mall: or 


that you would- wearie your aduerfarie with ſuch thicke and 


continuall fallinge ſtrokes, that hee ſhould nor bee able to 
ſtande before you to ſtrike one blow againſt you , or that you 


would beare downe the cauſe with {vel ng wordes of vamitic,, 
C 


and cuniingly framed-fentences to' blin 
{unple; or & 
 certaine metaphthicall and crupricall merhod to bring men into 


and. jinran gle 'the 


amaze, thar they ſhould rather wonder ar your learning, the be. 


able to ynderſtand what you reach'in your writinge. Wee which 
c:1 | | F 3 ttande 


at you would ſhew your felfe another Ariſtotle by a 


Read book 3. 
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Rande for the defence of our Engliſh|chucch highly commend. 


R. H. bookes , wee alleadge your opinions as well as wee can to 
ſtop'the mouthes of foolith carpers: Wee commend your books 


- 8s very excellent aud learnedly penned, and notto be an{wered; 


then they promptly alke your reaſons aud require of ys to ſhew: 


 bywhatargaments you maintaine thoſe alertions:then rerurne 


wee to your bookes ; wee ſeeke 2nd beate our braynes, bur are 
hardely able,by our meane capacirie, to gather any thinge : bur 


254 manafarre of bcholding a bryer tree ; all blowen over with: 


his flowers, with greatdclire qppepacheth neerevnto.it,and fin-, 
deth himlſclfe deccayed ; forthe delight of reading your booke 
is meruelous great, bur the fruit thereof (howlocuer it come to 

alle) vnto ys that ſearch and examine it, is far volike the good- 
ic ſhew and appearance. In the booke of chat moſt learned and 


7 


reuerend Father D. Withgift: wee finde the queſtion judicially 


- {errdowne , bis aunſwere tothe matter in queſtion ſen(ible, his 


reaſons cyrher from holy ſcripture, from Fathers or new writers, 
without all circumferences and crooked windings , directly ap- 

licd , ſo as ſuch poore men as wee be may beare away what hee 
Fich and what hee intendeth : but in your writing wee are 
mightely incombred ; wee walke as ina labyrinth , and are ſud- 
denlie oucrwhelmed as inthe deepe fea: fomerime ir ſeemeth 
to vs that wee ſee great floriſhing of warlike and glittering wea- 
pons and to heare the lowde outcryes and noyce of them which 
purſue their enemies in barrell, chundting, gunſhorr, toſſing of 
{peares,and fading of harneſle;yercanntot we perfectly perceaue 
any thinge almo! right) y to touch the aduerfarie. pretended; 
but rather (as in ourdemandes before: wee verely thinke doeth 
manifeſtly appeare) moſt heauie ſtroakes , poyloned pellerres, 
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and dangerous 42h of the Pea ainlt the Ieruſalem of 
God, the holy Chriſtian church of Englande, whom you would 


ſeeme ro defende. Wee delire you thetefore with all inſtancie, 
that you would not denie vs three things. Firſt toſhewe vnto vs 
what arguments you haue alleadged which are mareriall and 
of waight , which are not to bee found in the aunſwere of thar 
seucrend Father vnto Maiſter Carthwright; and herein plainly 
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a7 
todeclare which be your arguments or dire aunſwers , which 


- areneither fine andcloſe Ironies,or blaſtring bitter ſcoffes, beg- 
ging of the queſtjon,or peremptorie affirmations; and how wee 
may knowe what is the ſtate of the queſtion , and when vir 
in or out, and what you holde in your conſcience to 
trueth in Gods fight ; howe great and large your fiue bookes 
would bee, if ba vſed reatonable; intelligible and logal 
argumentes, onely as other writers and diſputers doe, and had 
kE our all needlefle wittie gloſes and Rhetoricall ſhadowes in 
preambles,diſcourſes,digreſlions, amplifications, and had kepr 
your ſclfe out of the common iayle of tophiſticall elenches,and 
impertinent outleapes, and had followed S. Peters preſcript, in 
a meeke, reuerend and direct apollogie and defenſe proceeding 
from a good conſcience. . Secondly, that if you ſert foorth your 
other bookes which are promiſed , you would bee more playne 
and ſenſible. ; and followe the vſuall language and ſtile of other 
learned men and Engliſh writers ; leauing out vnneceſlarie long 
diſcourſes, and common places, {ett our your reaſons in play ne 
termes and wordes of finceritie ,, without theſe hugie emboſſe- 
ments or ſtuffed bumbafing , rhat-poore playne men , which 
cannot {kill of ſuch hidden miſterics, may perceaueand learne 
' fomething by your great travailes. Thirdly that you would bee 
carefull nor to-corrupt- the Engliſh creede and pure dodtrine 
(whervnto yow-haue tubſcribed) either by philoſophie or vaine 
deceate of {choolemens newborne dininitie, or by any other 
| beggerly rudiments of this worlde , nor ſett theſe Churches by 
the eares with rhelc cloſcly caried and daintie infinuations , and 
thatthrongh defire of vayne glorie' you prouoke not your bre- 
thren , and helperhe common/and/{worne enemie, which figh- 


* teth againſt Os ut 15 <7 9 church, againſt onr peaceable 


cuntiie, andagainlt our religious, godly and chriſtian Prince. 
; Andeſpecially tharyou- beware inthe cauſe of ſupremacie to 
giue your lawfull foucraigne her right and full due , and notfo 
to make the Church of Rome of the famili: of Chriſt Irs vs, 
that you lift |vppe the ſonne of pride the blaſphemous ryrahr 
the Pope into that hic chayre of peſtilence to bee Chriſtes vicar 
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48 | A Can rorrun newnt 
and minifteriall head!of his vniuerſall Church? 


= For as there is one that ſaith che church! of Rome is « Aarey 


 inalltheſep par demaundcs and requeſtes, you dot louingly and 


: avec 


fra, our mother; So/if you ſhould goe. but one ſtep further, 
we know nor what iniuric may be done to her Maieſties right- 
- Full Lmpetiall Crowne and dignitie. And laſtely, that you re- 
member,him which is hic and excclient ; the king of all glorie, 
andLordof all, powerzthar you pleaſe norman to difplealc Gu, 
&ſceking your ſelf you forlake noryour own mercie. ' 

Youknowe thae it is written. * Qn = by pride ', 5 "Wt, 
doth man make contention , but with the wellad- © 
viſed is Wiſedome.  And® when. ride commeth, b Copa t.2. 
then e commeth , but with the lowlic 1s wiſe- 
_ dome, You know allo who hath faide-: © Venge- © Dent 32: 36 
aunce is mine, re. And againe. 1 T ogch not name 4 Plat 105.15 
anointed, and. doe my Pro nphete no harme. And 
againe® The Lord 4 4s the Way of the ny: e Plal.1.6, 
05,and the: Way of the Wltked ſhall periſh. 

Now.in all theſe things good Maiſter Sho thou OK Gas 
. write, we Io gn not take ypon vs tocenſure your bookts ;neither 
ra(hly. r o indge; of you 2. them , bur becauſe wee the all chil- 
dren re inthis Church , and cuery child louing his mother, 
15 iclous ouer that: which ſcemterb difgracefulleo to his mother ?. 
and all: Chriſtians are exhorted ro;f conmtende 
carneſtly for the faith, which was. onec ginen/to F Iud.veiſ-z. 
the ſaints : and he that roucheth our faith rouch- | | 
cth the apple of oureye; Wee could not bur vrrer our inwards 
greefe, and. yetin as charitable manner , as the cauſe in hande 
would ſuffer, (foris itnot a great marrer when you ſeeme to vs 
ea:wide open breach in the;church ,:and to ſtayne the 


pure. odrine of tairh) wee ſeekethat the cracth bee nor darke- 
ned or defaced; and that you by wiſe,jplayne and honeſt reſolu- 


tion vnto thele our doubres and demandes, may approue your 
{elfe as the Faithfull and ſincere ſeruant of Ieſus Cho. If then 


faithfully fatisfic vs yournatiue countrymen, who hane ſucked 
cer ole of the marry the doctrine i in England 
Til! | a9 pou clicd 


| Draxerey Varro Me Hoo, _ 45 
profeſſed, publiſhed and preached, by ſermons, apologies, arti- 
cles and reading of holy ſcripture euen now theſe 40. yeares; 
(for whiche wee arc not able to render ſufficient prayſe and 
thankes to our molt mercifull Father in IESVS Chriſt, and 
namely for thar worthie inſtrument of our 10y , thar bleſſed 
Halcyon and Chriſtian Deborah , his annoynted hande-mayde 
our craions Ladie and Queene Elizabeth, whom the ſunne 

of righteoulnes hath rayſcd vpp to ſtill the raging ſtreames and 
roaring waues of Gods enemies , euen the curſcd Cananites of 
Romith Babilon , whoſe peaceable and floriſhing raigne wee 
moſt humbly pray the mightie God of heauen, the Father of 
our Lord Iefus Chriſt, ſtill rocontinue in ioy and honour)ifin- 
» deede you aunſ{werour defire in loue and faithfulneſle , we ſhall 
haue good cauſe rocommende well of your lincere meaning, 
we ſhalbe beholdinge vnto you for your godly zeale in defen- 
ding our church, and giue vnto you your condigne praiſe inall 
places, for your' true and vpright dealing , and pray carneſtlie 
viito God foryou, that ſuch excellent giftes and. graces, which 
he hath vouchaſcd vnto you aboue many, may be alway wile] 
jmploye. to the aduancing of the glotic of the moſt high Gd | 
of his moſt glorious Sonne Icſus Chriſt our Lorde, ro the 
furtherance of the proſperous wealth of his holy Church , the 
fruitfull ſeruice of your ſoueraigne Prince and natiue countrie, 
and ro your owne inward comfort, and vndeceavable joy 
_ of conſcience, in and through Ieſus Chriſt our 
'- _ . bleſſed Lordeand Saviour, towhom bee 
ED  allpraiſeand glorie in his Church 
and in all places of the 
world for euer, | 
_ Aran. 
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